Initial Incident
· At approximately 9:39 AM, a commercial vehicle accident occurred on I-65 near mile marker 108.
· A wheel detached from a southbound pickup truck, crossed the median, and struck the front steering tire of a northbound tractor-trailer.
· The tractor-trailer lost control, crossed the median barrier, and overturned across all three southbound lanes.
Hazardous Materials Spill
· Approximately 45,000 pounds of powdered steel spilled across the interstate.
· The incident required extensive hazardous-materials cleanup and heavy-duty vehicle recovery.
· Crews had to upright the tractor-trailer to access and remove the remaining spilled material.
Emergency Response
· Lebanon Junction Fire Department and Police Department, Bullitt County EMS, Bullitt County Sheriff’s Office and Bullitt County Emergency Management responded.
· State highway resources were contacted, and the Bullitt County Road Department was requested to provide sand.
· Candido's Towing was involved in the tractor-trailer recovery.
· Candido's contacted Eco-Tech USA for hazardous-materials cleanup.
· The incident involved additional vehicle collisions, with one documented injury and no reported fatalities.
· Shepherdsville Police Department also assisted with traffic control – Kentucky State Police offered assistance as well
Traffic and Public Safety Concerns
· All three southbound lanes were blocked, requiring an extended interstate closure.
· Northbound traffic was also temporarily restricted during recovery operations.
· Dispatch received reports of motorists traveling the wrong direction on closed interstate lanes and entrance ramps.
· Traffic congestion created additional hazards for motorists and emergency responders.
Interstate Closure
· I-65 southbound remained closed for approximately nine hours.
· Dispatch recorded the roadway reopening at approximately 6:37 PM.
· The draft police report lists a reopening time of 6:51 PM.
· The prolonged closure significantly disrupted traffic along a major transportation corridor.
Key Takeaway
· A single commercial vehicle collision developed into a complex, multi-agency emergency.
· The incident demonstrated the importance of:
· Rapid mobilization of specialized towing and cleanup contractors.
· Clear responsibility for interstate closure and reopening decisions.
· Effective coordination between local responders and state agencies.
· Improved traffic management during extended interstate closures.
· Procedures to safely restore traffic as quickly as possible.

