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CHAPTER 336 

(HB 136) 

AN ACT relating to public school volunteers. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 161 IS CREATED TO READ AS 

FOLLOWS: 

(1) As used in this section, "volunteers" means adults who assist teachers, administrators, or 

other staff in public school classrooms, schools, or school district programs, and who do 

not receive compensation for their work. 

(2) Local school districts may utilize adult volunteers in supplementary instructional and 

noninstructional activities with pupils under the direction and supervision of the 

professional administrative and teaching staff. 

(3) Each board of education shall develop policies and procedures that encourage volunteers 

to assist in school or district programs. 

(4) Each local board of education shall develop and adopt a policy requiring a state criminal 

records check on all volunteers who have contact with students on a regularly scheduled or 

continuing basis, or who have supervisory responsibility for children at a school site or on 

school-sponsored trips. The request for records may be from the Justice Cabinet or the 

Administrative Office of the Courts, or both, and shall include records of all available 

convictions as described in KRS 17.160(1). Any request for a criminal records check of a 

volunteer under this subsection shall be on a form or through a process approved by the 

Justice Cabinet or the Administrative Office of the Courts. If the cabinet or the 

Administrative Office of the Courts charges fees, the local board of education shall arrange 

to pay the cost which may be from local funds or donations from any source including 

volunteers. 

(5) The local board of education shall provide orientation material to all volunteers who have 

contact with students on a regularly scheduled or continuing basis, including school 

policies, safety and emergency procedures, and other information deemed appropriate by 

the local board of education. 

Section 2.   KRS 161.044 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) The Kentucky Board of Education shall promulgate[establish] administrative regulations 

governing the qualifications of teachers' aides[ and adult volunteer personnel] in the common 

schools. All teachers' aides working in kindergarten or with entry level students in primary 

classes and all instructional teachers' aides initially employed after July 1, 1986, except those 

with current teacher certification, shall have a high school diploma or a general equivalency 

diploma. 

(2) "Noninstructional teacher's aide" means an adult who works under the direct supervision of 

the teaching staff in performing noninstructional functions such as clerical duties, lunch room 

duties, leading pupils in recreational activities, aiding the school librarian, preparing and 

organizing instructional material and equipment and monitoring children during a 

noninstructional period. Noninstructional teachers' aides employed on a full-time basis shall 

possess skills necessary to perform their duties and shall meet the requirements established in 

KRS 161.011 and KRS 160.380(5). 
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(3) Within the administrative regulations established by the Kentucky Board of Education, a 

local district may employ teachers' aides in supplementary instructional and noninstructional 

activities with pupils. While engaged in an assignment as authorized under the administrative 

regulations, and as directed by the professional administrative and teaching staff, these 

personnel shall have the same legal status and protection as a certified teacher in the 

performance of the same or similar duties. 

(4) Local districts shall give preference to applicants for the position of teacher's aide who have 

regular or emergency teacher certification. 

(5)[    Within the provisions established by the Kentucky Board of Education, local districts may 

utilize adult volunteer personnel in supplementary instructional and noninstructional activities 

with pupils under the direction and supervision of the professional administrative and teaching 

staff. 

(6)] Local districts shall provide training of the instructional teacher's aide with the certified 

employee to whom he is assigned. 

Approved April 6, 2000 
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