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CHAPTER 46 

( HB 129 ) 

AN ACT relating to the publication of legal advertisements. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1.   KRS 424.130 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Except as otherwise provided in KRS 424.110 to 424.370 and notwithstanding any provision of existing law 

providing for different times or periods of publication, the times and periods of publications of advertisements 

required by law to be made in a newspaper shall be as follows: 

(a) When an advertisement is of a completed act, such as an ordinance, resolution, regulation, order, rule, 

report, statement, or certificate and the purpose of the publication is not to inform the public or the 

members of any class of persons that they may or shall do an act or exercise a right within a designated 

period or upon or by a designated date, the advertisement shall be published one (1) time only and 

within thirty (30) days after completion of the act. However, a failure to comply with this paragraph 

shall not subject a person to any of the penalties provided by KRS 424.990 unless such failure continues 

for a period of ten (10) days after notice to comply has been given him by registered letter. 

(b) When an advertisement is for the purpose of informing the public or the members of any class of 

persons that on or before a certain day they may or shall file a petition or exceptions or a remonstrance 

or protest or objection, or resist the granting of an application or petition, or present or file a claim, or 

submit a bid, the advertisement shall be published at least once, but may be published two (2) or more 

times, provided that one (1) publication occurs not less than seven (7) days nor more than twenty-one 

(21) days before the occurrence of the act or event. 

(c) When an advertisement is for the purpose of informing the public and the advertisement is a notice of 

delinquent taxes, or notice of the sale of tax claims, the advertisement shall be published either: 

1. Once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks; or 

2. One (1) time, preceded by a one-half (1/2) page notice of advertisement the preceding week. The 

one-half (1/2) page advertisement shall include notice that a list of uncollectible delinquent taxes 

is also available for public inspection in accordance with KRS 424.330 during normal business 

hours at the business address of the city or county and on an identified Internet Web site. The 

advertisement shall include the business address of the city or county and the Uniform Resource 

Locator (URL) for the Internet Web site where the document can be viewed. The Internet Web 

site shall be affiliated with the city or county and contain other information about the city or 

county government. The delinquent tax list shall be posted on the Internet Web site for a 

minimum of thirty (30) days and shall be updated weekly.  

 The provisions of this paragraph shall not be construed to require the advertisement of notice of 

delinquent state taxes which are collected by the state. 

(d) Any advertisement not coming within the scope of paragraph (a), (b), or (c) of this subsection, such as 

one for the purpose of informing the public or the members of any class of persons of the holding of an 

election, or of a public hearing, or of an examination, or of an opportunity for inspection, or of the due 

date of a tax or special assessment, shall be published at least once but may be published two (2) or 

more times, provided that one (1) publication occurs not less than seven (7) days nor more than twenty-

one (21) days before the occurrence of the act or event, or in the case of an inspection period, the 

inspection period commences. 

(e) If the particular statute requiring that an advertisement be published provides that the day upon or by 

which, or the period within which, an act may or shall be done or a right exercised, or an event may or 

shall take place, is to be determined by computing time for the day of publication of an advertisement, 

the advertisement shall be published at least once, promptly, in accordance with the statute, and the 

computation of time shall be from the day of initial publication. 

(2) This section is not intended to supersede or affect any statute providing for notice of the fact that an adversary 

action in court has been commenced. 

Section 2.   KRS 424.220 is amended to read as follows: 
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(1) Excepting officers of a city of the first class or a consolidated local government, a county containing such a 

city or consolidated local government, a public agency of such a city, consolidated local government, or 

county, or a joint agency of such a city, consolidated local government, and county, or of a school district of 

such a city, consolidated local government, or county, and excepting officers of a city of the second class or an 

urban-county government, every public officer of any school district, city, consolidated local government, 

county, or subdivision, or district less than a county, whose duty it is to collect, receive, have the custody, 

control, or disbursement of public funds, and every officer of any board or commission of a city, consolidated 

local government, county, or district whose duty it is to collect, receive, have the custody, control, or 

disbursement of funds collected from the public in the form of rates, charges, or assessments for services or 

benefits, shall at the expiration of each fiscal year prepare an itemized, sworn statement of the funds collected, 

received, held, or disbursed by him during the fiscal year just closed, unless he has complied with KRS 

424.230. Pursuant to subsections (2) and (3) of KRS 91A.040, each city of the sixth class shall prepare an 

itemized, sworn statement of the funds collected, received, held, or disbursed by the city which complies with 

the provisions of this section. 

(2) The statement shall show: 

(a) The total amount of funds collected and received during the fiscal year from each individual source; and 

(b) The total amount of funds disbursed during the fiscal year to each individual payee. The list shall 

include only aggregate amounts to vendors exceeding one thousand dollars ($1,000). 

(3) Only the totals of amounts paid to each individual as salary or commission and public utility bills shall be 

shown. The amount of salaries paid to all nonelected county employees shall be shown as lump-sum 

expenditures by category, including but not limited to road department, jails, solid waste, public safety, and 

administrative personnel. 

(4) The amount of salaries paid to all teachers shall be shown as a lump-sum instructional expenditure for the 

school district and not by amount paid to individual teachers. The amount of salaries paid to all other 

employees of the board shall be shown as lump-sum expenditures by category, including but not limited to 

administrative, maintenance, transportation, and food service. The local board of education and the fiscal court 

shall have accessible a factual list of individual salaries for public scrutiny and the local board and the fiscal 

court shall furnish by mail a factual list of individual salaries of its employees to a newspaper qualified under 

KRS 424.120 to publish advertisements for the district, which newspaper may then publish as a news item the 

individual salaries of school or county employees. 

(5) The officer shall procure and include in or attach to the financial statement, as a part thereof, a certificate from 

the cashier or other proper officer of the banks in which the funds are or have been deposited during the past 

year, showing the balance, if any, of funds to the credit of the officer making the statement. 

(6) (a) The officer shall, except in a city publishing its audit in accordance with KRS 91A.040(6), within sixty 

(60) days after the close of the fiscal year cause the financial statement to be published in full in a 

newspaper qualified under KRS 424.120 to publish advertisements for the city, county, or district, as 

the case may be. Promptly after the publication is made, the officer shall file a written or printed copy 

of the advertisement with proof of publication, in the office of the county clerk of the county and with 

the Auditor of Public Accounts. 

(b) The appropriate officer of a sixth class city that has not conducted an annual audit under the 

provisions of KRS 91A.040(2) or (3) may publish a legal display advertisement meeting the 

requirements of paragraph (b) of subsection (7) of this section which shall satisfy the publication 

requirements set out in paragraph (a) of this subsection. 

(7) In lieu of the publication requirements of subsection (6) of this section, the appropriate officer of a city, 

including the appropriate officer of any municipally owned electric, gas, or water system, shall elect to satisfy 

the requirements of subsection (6) of this section by: 

(a) Publishing an audit report in accordance with KRS 91A.040(6); and 

(b) Publishing a legal display advertisement of not less than six (6) column inches in a newspaper qualified 

under KRS 424.120 that the statement required by subsection (1) of this section has been prepared and 

that copies have been provided to each local newspaper of general circulation, each news service, and 

each local radio and television station which has on file with the city a written request to be provided a 

statement. The advertisement shall be published within ninety (90) days after the close of the fiscal 

year. 
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(8) The appropriate officer of a county shall satisfy the requirements of subsection (6) of this section by 

publishing the county's audit, prepared in accordance with KRS 43.070 or 64.810, in the same manner that city 

audits are published in accordance with KRS 91A.040(6). 

Section 3.   KRS 67A.070 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Urban-county governments may enact and enforce within their territorial limits such tax, licensing, police, 

sanitary and other ordinances not in conflict with the Constitution and general statutes of this state now or 

hereafter enacted, as they shall deem requisite for the health, education, safety, welfare and convenience of the 

inhabitants of the county and for the effective administration of the urban-county government. 

(2) Urban-county government ordinances shall be deemed to conflict with general statutes of this state only: 

(a) When the ordinance authorizes that which is expressly prohibited by a general statute; or 

(b) When there is a comprehensive scheme of legislation on the same subject embodied in a general statute. 

(3) No ordinance or resolution shall be considered by the urban-county government legislative body until it has 

been read at two (2) separate meetings; provided, however, that the requirement for a second reading may be 

suspended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the membership of the legislative body.  Requirements for reading 

ordinances or resolutions may be satisfied by public reading of the title and of a certified synopsis of the 

contents prepared by an attorney licensed to practice law in the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

(4) All ordinances and resolutions shall be effective upon passage, unless timely vetoed by the chief executive 

officer of the urban-county government pursuant to the provisions of the comprehensive plan of the urban-

county government.  All ordinances of the urban-county government[Any ordinance or resolution imposing 

fines, forfeitures, imprisonment, taxes or fees, other than a bond ordinance or resolution,] shall be published in 

full or by publication of the title and a certified synopsis prepared by an attorney licensed to practice law in 

the Commonwealth of Kentucky. A certified synopsis shall include a brief narrative setting out the main 

points of the ordinance in a way reasonably calculated to inform the public in a clear and understandable 

manner of the meaning of the ordinance and shall contain the full text of any section that imposes taxes or 

fees. The publication shall occur in the daily newspaper which has the largest bona fide circulation in the 

county and is published in the publication area.[  The publication requirements for all other ordinances or 

resolutions, including bond ordinances or resolutions, shall be satisfied by publication in full or by publication 

of the title and of a certified synopsis of the contents prepared by an attorney licensed to practice law in the 

Commonwealth of Kentucky.] 

(5) The provisions of any local, statewide or nationally recognized standard code and codifications of entire 

bodies of local legislation may be adopted by ordinance which identifies the subject matter by title, source and 

date and incorporates the adopted provisions by reference without setting them out in full, provided a copy 

accompanies the adopting ordinance and is made a part of the permanent records of the urban-county 

government. 

Signed by Governor March 16, 2011. 

 

 


