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CHAPTER 21 

( SB 114 ) 

AN ACT relating to commercial driver's licenses. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky: 

Section 1.   KRS 281A.010 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) "Alcohol" means: 

(a) Beer, ale, port, or stout and other similar fermented beverages, including sake or similar products, of 

any name or description containing one-half of one percentum (0.5%) or more of alcohol by volume, 

brewed or produced from malt, wholly or in part, or from any substitute therefor; 

(b) Wine of not less than one-half of one percentum (0.5%) of alcohol by volume; 

(c) Distilled spirits, which means that substance known as ethyl alcohol, ethanol, or spirits of wine in any 

form, including all dilutions and mixtures thereof from whatever source or by whatever process 

produced; or 

(d) Any substance containing ethyl alcohol, hydrated oxide of ethyl, spirit of wine, or any distilled spirits 

including but not limited to ethanol, methanol, propanol, and isopropanol. 

(2) "Alcohol concentration" means: 

(a) The number of grams of alcohol per one hundred (100) milliliters of blood; 

(b) The number of grams of alcohol per two hundred ten (210) liters of breath; or 

(c) The number of grams of alcohol per sixty-seven (67) milliliters of urine. 

(3) "Cabinet" means the Transportation Cabinet of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

(4) "Commerce" means: 

(a) Any trade, traffic, or transportation within the jurisdiction of the United States between a place in a state 

and a place outside of the state, including a place outside of the United States; and 

(b) Trade, traffic, and transportation in the United States that affects any trade, traffic, and transportation 

described in paragraph (a) of this subsection. 

(5) "Commercial driver's license," or "CDL," means a license issued to an individual in accordance with the 

requirements of this chapter or, if the license is issued by another state in accordance with the Federal 

Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act, to an individual that authorizes the individual to drive any class of 

commercial motor vehicle. 

(6) "Commercial driver's license information system" or CDLIS means the national information system 

established to serve as a clearinghouse for locating information related to the licensing and identification of 

commercial motor vehicle drivers. 

(7) "Commercial driver's instruction permit" means a permit issued pursuant to KRS 281A.120. 

(8) "Commercial motor vehicle," or "CMV," means a motor vehicle or combination motor vehicle used in 

commerce that is: 

(a) Designed to carry property and has a gross vehicle weight rating as determined by federal regulation 

which has been adopted into cabinet administrative regulations pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A; 

(b) Designed to transport sixteen (16) or more passengers, including the driver; 

(c) Transporting hazardous materials and is required to be placarded in accordance with Title 49, Code of 

Federal Regulations, Part 172; or 

(d) Any other vehicle that is required by cabinet administrative regulation, pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A, 

to be operated by a licensed commercial driver. 

(9) "Controlled substance" means any substance so classified under Section 102(6) of the Controlled Substances 

Act, 21 U.S.C. sec. 802(6), and includes all substances listed on Schedules I through V, of Title 21, Code of 
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Federal Regulations, Part 1308, as adopted by the Transportation Cabinet by administrative regulation 

pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A. It shall also include those substances defined or listed in KRS Chapter 218A. 

(10) "Conviction" means an unvacated adjudication of guilt, or a determination that a person has violated or failed 

to comply with the law in a court of original jurisdiction or an authorized administrative tribunal, an unvacated 

forfeiture of bail or collateral deposited to secure the person's appearance in court, a plea of guilty, a plea of 

nolo contendere, or Alford plea entered and accepted by the court, the payment of a fine or court cost, or 

violation of a condition of release without bail, regardless of whether or not the penalty is rebated, suspended, 

or probated. 

(11) "Disqualification" means any of the following actions: 

(a) The suspension, revocation, or cancellation of a CDL by the Commonwealth or the jurisdiction of 

issuance; 

(b) Any withdrawal of a person's privilege to drive a commercial motor vehicle by the Commonwealth or 

another jurisdiction as a result of a violation of state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic 

control, other than parking, vehicle weight, or vehicle defect violations; or 

(c) A determination by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration that a person is not qualified to 

operate a commercial motor vehicle under 49 C.F.R. pt. 391. 

(12) "Drive" means to drive, operate, or be in physical control of a motor vehicle. 

(13) "Driver" means any person who drives, operates, or is in physical control of a commercial motor vehicle, or 

who is required to hold a commercial driver's license. 

(14) "Driver's license" means a license issued by a state to an individual that authorizes the individual to drive a 

motor vehicle. 

(15) "Employee" means any operator of a commercial motor vehicle, including full-time, regularly employed 

drivers; casual, intermittent, or occasional drivers; leased drivers and independent, owner-operator contractors 

while in the course of operating a commercial motor vehicle who are either directly employed by, under lease 

to, or operating in a manner indicating employment to an employer. 

(16) "Employer" means any person, including the United States, a state, or a political subdivision of a state, who 

owns or leases a commercial motor vehicle, or assigns a person to drive a commercial motor vehicle. 

(17) "Felony" means any offense under state or federal law that is punishable by death or imprisonment for a term 

exceeding one (1) year. 

(18) "Gross combination weight rating," or "GCWR," is the gross vehicle weight rating of power unit plus the gross 

vehicle weight rating of any towed unit. In the absence of a value specified by the manufacturer, GCWR shall 

be determined by adding the gross vehicle weight rating of the power unit and the total weight of the towed 

unit and load therein. 

(19) "Gross vehicle weight rating," or "GVWR," means the value specified by the manufacturer as the maximum 

loaded weight of a single, a combination or an articulated vehicle. 

(20) "Hazardous materials" has the same meaning as in 49 C.F.R. sec. 383.5[means the definition found in 

Section 103 of the Hazardous Materials Transportation Law, 49 U.S.C. sec. 5101 et seq]. 

(21) "Highway" shall include any way or place of any nature when any part of it is open to the use of the public as a 

matter of right, license, or privilege for the use of vehicular traffic. 

(22) "Imminent hazard" means a condition that presents a substantial likelihood that death, serious illness, severe 

personal injury, or a danger to health, property, or the environment exists. 

(23) "Moped" shall have the same meaning as in KRS 186.010(5). 

(24) "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled or drawn by mechanical 

power used on highways, or any other vehicle required to be registered under the laws of this state, but shall 

not include any vehicle, machine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailers operated exclusively on a rail. 

(25) "NDR" means the national driver register. 

(26) "Out-of-service order" means a declaration by an authorized enforcement officer of a federal, state, Canadian, 

Mexican, or local jurisdiction that a driver, commercial motor vehicle, or a motor carrier operation is out of 
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service pursuant to 49 C.F.R. sec. 386.72, 392.5, 395.13, or 396.9; comparable laws or regulations; or the 

North American Uniform Out-of-Service Criteria. 

(27) "Resident" means a person who has established Kentucky as his or her state of domicile. Proof of residency 

shall include but not be limited to a deed or property tax bill, utility agreement or utility bill, or rental housing 

agreement. 

(28) "School bus" means a vehicle that meets the specification of KRS 156.153 used to transport preprimary, 

primary, or secondary school students between school and home, or to and from school-sponsored events. A 

school bus shall not include a bus used as a common carrier. 

(29) "Serious traffic violation" means a conviction when operating a commercial motor vehicle of: 

(a) Excessive speeding, involving a single charge of any speed fifteen (15) miles per hour or more, above 

the specified speed limit; 

(b) Reckless driving, as defined under state or local law, including conviction of driving a commercial 

motor vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property; 

(c) Improper or erratic traffic lane changes; 

(d) Following the vehicle ahead too closely; 

(e) A violation of any state or local law related to motor vehicle traffic control, other than a parking 

violation, arising in connection with a fatal accident; 

(f) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without a CDL; 

(g) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without a CDL in one's possession or refusing to display a CDL 

upon request; 

(h) Driving a commercial motor vehicle without the proper class of CDL or endorsements, or both, for the 

specific vehicle type or types being operated or for the passengers or type or types of cargo being 

transported; or 

(i) Any conviction of an offense that requires mandatory suspension under KRS 186.560 or a serious 

violation as defined by Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations Part 383 or as amended by the 

Federal Highway Administration. 

(30) "State" means a state of the United States and the District of Columbia. 

(31) "State police" means the Department of Kentucky State Police. 

(32) "Vehicle" means every device in, upon, or by which any person or property is or may be transported or drawn 

along a public highway, except devices moved by human or animal power, used exclusively upon stationary 

rails or tracks, or which derives its power from overhead wires. 

Section 2.   KRS 189.560 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) The operator of a vehicle shall stop and remain standing at a railroad grade crossing when any of the following 

conditions exist: 

(a) A visible electric or mechanical signal device warns of the immediate approach of a railroad train; 

(b) A crossing gate is lowered warning of the immediate approach or passage of a railroad train; 

(c) An approaching train is visible and in hazardous proximity; or 

(d) A human flagman signals the approach or passage of a train. 

(2) In addition to subsection (1) of this section, a person who holds or is required to hold a CDL as defined in 

KRS 281A.010 and is driving a commercial motor vehicle shall: 

(a) Slow down and check that the railroad tracks are clear of an approaching train; 

(b) Stop and remain standing at a railroad grade crossing if the railroad tracks are not clear; 

(c) Maintain sufficient space to drive completely through the railroad grade crossing without stopping; 

and 

(d) Negotiate a railroad grade crossing only with sufficient undercarriage clearance. 
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(3) Whenever the tracks of any railroad or interurban railway over which trains or cars are regularly operated 

cross a state maintained highway at grade, the cabinet may designate that crossing as "unsafe," and no operator 

of any vehicle shall cross the crossing without first bringing his vehicle to a full stop no closer than a marked 

stop line or fifteen (15) feet, nor more than thirty (30) feet, from the nearest rail of the tracks. 

(4)[(3)] At crossings designated "unsafe," the cabinet shall place and maintain on each side of the tracks on the 

right side of the highway, at the marked stopping position, or, if the stopping position is not marked, on the 

pavement not more than twenty-five (25) feet in advance of the track, an octagonal shape sign of a type and 

size currently approved for use by the cabinet bearing the word "Stop" in white letters not less than ten (10) 

inches in height. 

(5)[(4)] The cabinet shall install the signs described in subsection (3), within sixty (60) days after the crossing is 

designated unsafe. 

(6)[(5)] Subsections (3)[(2)] to (5)[(4)] shall not apply to grade crossings at which have been constructed and 

maintained gates, electric warning signals, or other automatic audible signals, or which are protected by 

watchmen. 

(7)[(6)] The failure to observe subsections (3)[(2)] to (6)[(5)] shall not change the liability of any railroad or 

interurban railway in the trial of any civil case against the railroad or interurban railway for death or injuries, 

to person or property. 

(8)[(7)] If subsection (7)[(6)] is declared unconstitutional, then subsections (3)[(2)] to (8)[(7)] shall be 

ineffective. 

Section 3.   KRS 281A.170 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) The commercial driver's license shall be marked "commercial driver's license" and "CDL" and shall be, to the 

maximum extent practicable, tamper proof. It shall include but is not limited to the following information: 

(a) The name and present resident address of the licensee; 

(b) The licensee's color photograph; 

(c) A physical description of the licensee including sex, height, weight, and eye color; 

(d) The licensee's date of birth; 

(e) The licensee's signature; 

(f) The class or type of commercial motor vehicle or vehicles that the person is authorized to drive together 

with any endorsements or restrictions; 

(g) The name of this state; 

(h) The dates between which the license is valid; and 

(i) Any other information required by the cabinet, except for a person's Social Security number. 

(2) A commercial driver's license shall be issued with classifications, endorsements, and restrictions. Vehicles that 

require an endorsement shall not be driven unless the proper endorsement appears on the license and the 

applicant has passed the knowledge and skills test required by the State Police. 

(a) Classifications: 

1. Class A - Any combination of vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of twenty-six thousand 

and one (26,001) pounds or more, if the gross vehicle weight rating of the vehicle being towed is 

in excess of ten thousand (10,000) pounds. Licensees with an "A" classification may with the 

proper endorsement drive Class B and C vehicles. 

2. Class B - Any single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of twenty-six thousand and one 

(26,001) pounds or more, and any vehicle towing a vehicle not in excess of ten thousand 

(10,000) pounds. Licensees with a "B" classification may with the proper endorsements drive 

Class C vehicles. 

3. Class C - Any single vehicle with a gross weight rating of less than twenty-six thousand and one 

(26,001) pounds or any vehicle towing a vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating not in excess 

of ten thousand (10,000) pounds which includes: 

a. Vehicles designed to transport sixteen (16) or more passengers, including the driver; or 
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b. Vehicles used in the transportation of hazardous materials which requires the vehicle to be 

placarded under Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 172, sub-part F, as adopted by 

administrative regulations of the cabinet, pursuant to KRS Chapter 13A. 

4. Class D - All other vehicles not listed in any other class. 

5. Class E - Moped only. 

6. Class M - Motorcycles. Licensees with a "M" classification may also drive Class E vehicles. 

(b) Endorsements: 

1. "H" - Authorizes the driver to operate a vehicle transporting hazardous materials. 

2. "T" - Authorizes operation of double trailers and triple trailers in those jurisdictions allowing the 

operation of triple trailers. 

3. "P" - Authorizes operation of vehicles carrying passengers. 

4. "N" - Authorizes operation of tank vehicles. 

5. "X" - Authorizes operation of combination of hazardous materials and tank vehicle 

endorsements. 

6. "R" - Authorizes operation of all other endorsements not otherwise specified. 

7. "S" - Authorizes operation of school buses. 

(c) The Transportation Cabinet shall promulgate administrative regulations in accordance with KRS 

Chapter 13A to outline restrictions on the operation of commercial vehicles and the associated codes 

to identify such restrictions, which shall appear on the face of the commercial driver's 

license[Restrictions: 

1. "K" - Restricts the driver to operation of vehicles not equipped with airbrakes. 

2. "I" - Restricts the driver to Kentucky intrastate commerce driving. 

3. "L" - Shall not include a Class "A" bus. 

4. "J" - Shall not include a Class "A" or "B" bus. 

5. "O" - Shall not include tractor, semitrailer style vehicles. 

6. "Z" - Exempt intracity zones for commercial vehicles. 

7. "0-9" - Other restrictions. 

8. "A" - Restricts the driver to operation of vehicles equipped with an automatic transmission 

because the person conducted the required skills test in a commercial vehicle equipped with an 

automatic transmission. A person wanting to remove this restriction in order to operate a vehicle 

with a manual transmission shall be required to successfully complete a skills test while 

operating a commercial vehicle equipped with a manual transmission]. 

(3) Within ten (10) days after issuing a commercial driver's license, the cabinet shall notify the commercial 

driver's license information system of that fact, providing all information required to ensure identification of 

the person. 

(4) A commercial driver's license issued to a resident pursuant to this chapter shall expire in four (4) years unless 

the license was issued to a resident under the age of twenty-one (21). A commercial driver's license issued to a 

person who is not a resident shall be issued for one (1) year and shall not be renewable. The fee for a 

commercial driver's license issued to a nonresident shall be the same as the fee charged to a resident. 

(5) A person under the age of twenty-one (21) shall not be licensed to operate a Class A, B, or C vehicle unless he 

has an "I" restriction. A commercial driver with an "I" restriction shall not drive a commercial motor vehicle in 

interstate commerce, unless he is exempt pursuant to 49 C.F.R. 391.2. A commercial driver under the age of 

twenty-one (21) shall not be allowed to operate a school bus or a vehicle transporting hazardous material in 

intrastate commerce. 

(6) The holder of a commercial driver's license shall be considered to hold a valid Kentucky driver's license issued 

under the provisions of KRS 186.412. 
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Section 4.   KRS 189.990 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.020 to 189.040, subsection (1) or (4) of KRS 

189.050, KRS 189.060 to 189.080, subsections (1) to (3) of KRS 189.090, KRS 189.100, 189.110, 189.130 to 

189.160, subsections (2) to (4) of KRS 189.190, KRS 189.200, 189.285, 189.290, 189.300 to 189.360, KRS 

189.380, KRS 189.400 to 189.430, KRS 189.450 to 189.458, KRS 189.4595 to 189.480, subsection (1) of 

KRS 189.520, KRS 189.540, KRS 189.570 to 189.590, except subsection (1)(b) or (6)(b) of KRS 189.580, 

KRS 189.345, subsection (4) of KRS 189.456, and 189.960 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) 

nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense. Any person who violates subsection (1)(a) of KRS 

189.580 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor more than two thousand dollars ($2,000) or 

imprisoned in the county jail for not more than one (1) year, or both, unless the accident involved death or 

serious physical injury and the person knew or should have known of the death or serious physical injury, in 

which case the person shall be guilty of a Class D felony. Any person who violates paragraph (c) of subsection 

(5) of KRS 189.390 shall be fined not less than eleven dollars ($11) nor more than thirty dollars ($30). Neither 

court costs nor fees shall be taxed against any person violating paragraph (c) of subsection (5) of KRS 

189.390. 

(2) (a) Any person who violates the weight provisions of KRS 189.212, 189.221, 189.222, 189.226, 189.230, 

or 189.270 shall be fined two cents ($0.02) per pound for each pound of excess load when the excess is 

five thousand (5,000) pounds or less. When the excess exceeds five thousand (5,000) pounds the fine 

shall be two cents ($0.02) per pound for each pound of excess load, but the fine levied shall not be less 

than one hundred dollars ($100) and shall not be more than five hundred dollars ($500). 

(b) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.271 and is operating on a route designated on the 

permit shall be fined one hundred dollars ($100); otherwise, the penalties in paragraph (a) of this 

subsection shall apply. 

(c) Any person who violates any provision of subsection (2) or (3) of KRS 189.050, subsection (4) of KRS 

189.090, KRS 189.221 to 189.230, 189.270, 189.280, or the dimension provisions of KRS 189.212, for 

which another penalty is not specifically provided shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more 

than five hundred dollars ($500). 

(d) Nothing in this subsection or in KRS 189.221 to 189.228 shall be deemed to prejudice or affect the 

authority of the Department of Vehicle Regulation to suspend or revoke certificates of common carriers, 

permits of contract carriers, or drivers' or chauffeurs' licenses, for any violation of KRS 189.221 to 

189.228 or any other act applicable to motor vehicles, as provided by law. 

(3) (a) Any person who violates subsection (1) of KRS 189.190 shall be fined not more than fifteen dollars 

($15). 

(b) Any person who violates subsection (5) of KRS 189.190 shall be fined not less than thirty-five dollars 

($35) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200). 

(4) (a) Any person who violates subsection (1) of KRS 189.210 shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars 

($25) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(b) Any peace officer who fails, when properly informed, to enforce KRS 189.210 shall be fined not less 

than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(c) All fines collected under this subsection, after payment of commissions to officers entitled thereto, shall 

go to the county road fund if the offense is committed in the county, or to the city street fund if 

committed in the city. 

(5) Any person who violates KRS 189.370 shall for the first offense be fined not less than one hundred dollars 

($100) nor more than two hundred dollars ($200) or imprisoned not less than thirty (30) days nor more than 

sixty (60) days, or both. For each subsequent offense occurring within three (3) years, the person shall be fined 

not less than three hundred dollars ($300) nor more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisoned not less 

than sixty (60) days nor more than six (6) months, or both. The minimum fine for this violation shall not be 

subject to suspension. A minimum of six (6) points shall be assessed against the driving record of any person 

convicted. 

(6) Any person who violates KRS 189.500 shall be fined not more than fifteen dollars ($15) in excess of the cost 

of the repair of the road. 



CHAPTER 21 

Legislative Research Commission PDF Version 

7 

(7) Any person who violates KRS 189.510 or KRS 189.515 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor 

more than fifty dollars ($50). 

(8) Any peace officer who violates subsection (2) of KRS 189.520 shall be fined not less than thirty-five dollars 

($35) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(9) (a) Any person who violates KRS 189.530(1) shall be fined not less than thirty-five dollars ($35) nor more 

than one hundred dollars ($100), or imprisoned not less than thirty (30) days nor more than twelve (12) 

months, or both. 

(b) Any person who violates KRS 189.530(2) shall be fined not less than thirty-five dollars ($35) nor more 

than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(10) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.550 shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. 

(11) Any person who violates subsection (3)[(2)] of KRS 189.560 shall be fined not less than thirty dollars ($30) 

nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense. 

(12) The fines imposed by paragraph (a) of subsection (3) and subsections (6) and (7) of this section shall, in the 

case of a public highway, be paid into the county road fund, and, in the case of a privately owned road or 

bridge, be paid to the owner. These fines shall not bar an action for damages for breach of contract. 

(13) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.120 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars 

($20) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense. 

(14) Any person who violates any provision of KRS 189.575 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor 

more than twenty-five dollars ($25). 

(15) Any person who violates subsection (2) of KRS 189.231 shall be fined not less than twenty dollars ($20) nor 

more than one hundred dollars ($100) for each offense. 

(16) Any person who violates restrictions or regulations established by the secretary of transportation pursuant to 

subsection (3) of KRS 189.231 shall, upon first offense, be fined one hundred dollars ($100) and, upon 

subsequent convictions, be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred dollars 

($500) or imprisoned for thirty (30) days, or both. 

(17) (a) Any person who violates any of the provisions of KRS 189.565 shall be guilty of a Class B 

misdemeanor. 

(b) In addition to the penalties prescribed in paragraph (a) of this subsection, in case of violation by any 

person in whose name the vehicle used in the transportation of inflammable liquids or explosives is 

licensed, the person shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars ($100) nor more than five hundred 

dollars ($500). Each violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

(18) Any person who abandons a vehicle upon the right-of-way of a state highway for three (3) consecutive days 

shall be fined not less than thirty-five dollars ($35) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100), or imprisoned 

for not less than ten (10) days nor more than thirty (30) days. 

(19) Every person violating KRS 189.393 shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor, unless the offense is being 

committed by a defendant fleeing the commission of a felony offense which the defendant was also charged 

with violating and was subsequently convicted of that felony, in which case it is a Class A misdemeanor. 

(20) Any law enforcement agency which fails or refuses to forward the reports required by KRS 189.635 shall be 

subject to the penalties prescribed in KRS 17.157. 

(21) A person who operates a bicycle in violation of the administrative regulations promulgated pursuant to KRS 

189.287 shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10) nor more than one hundred dollars ($100). 

(22) Any person who violates KRS 189.860 shall be fined not more than five hundred dollars ($500) or imprisoned 

for not more than six (6) months, or both. 

(23) Any person who violates KRS 189.754 shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars ($25) nor more than 

three hundred dollars ($300). 

(24) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.125(3)(a) shall be fined fifty dollars ($50). This fine shall 

be subject to prepayment. A fine imposed under this subsection shall not be subject to court costs pursuant to 

KRS 24A.175, additional court costs pursuant to KRS 24A.176, the fee imposed pursuant to KRS 24A.1765, 

or any other additional fees or costs. 
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(25) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.125(3)(b) shall not be issued a uniform citation, but shall 

instead receive a courtesy warning up until July 1, 2009. For a violation on or after July 1, 2009, the person 

shall be fined thirty dollars ($30). This fine shall be subject to prepayment. A fine imposed under this 

subsection shall not be subject to court costs pursuant to KRS 24A.175, additional court costs pursuant to KRS 

24A.176, a fee imposed pursuant to KRS 24A.1765, or any other additional fees or costs. A person who has 

not been previously charged with a violation of KRS 189.125(3)(b) may elect to acquire a booster seat meeting 

the requirements of KRS 189.125. Upon presentation of sufficient proof of the acquisition, the charge shall be 

dismissed and no fees or costs shall be imposed. 

(26) Any person who violates the provisions of KRS 189.125(6) shall be fined an amount not to exceed twenty-five 

dollars ($25). This fine shall be subject to prepayment. A fine imposed under this subsection shall not be 

subject to court costs pursuant to KRS 24A.175, additional court costs pursuant to KRS 24A.176, the fee 

imposed pursuant to KRS 24A.1765, or any other additional fees or costs. 

(27) Fines levied pursuant to this chapter shall be assessed in the manner required by KRS 534.020, in amounts 

consistent with this chapter. Nonpayment of fines shall be governed by KRS 534.060. 

(28) A licensed driver under the age of eighteen (18) charged with a moving violation pursuant to this chapter as 

the driver of a motor vehicle may be referred, prior to trial, by the court to a diversionary program. The 

diversionary program under this subsection shall consist of one (1) or both of the following: 

(a) Execution of a diversion agreement which prohibits the driver from operating a vehicle for a period not 

to exceed forty-five (45) days and which allows the court to retain the driver's operator's license during 

this period; and 

(b) Attendance at a driver improvement clinic established pursuant to KRS 186.574. If the person 

completes the terms of this diversionary program satisfactorily the violation shall be dismissed. 

(29) A person who violates the provisions of subsection (2) or (3) of KRS 189.459 shall be fined two hundred fifty 

dollars ($250). The fines and costs for a violation of subsection (2) or (3) of KRS 189.459 shall be collected 

and disposed of in accordance with KRS 24A.180. Once deposited into the State Treasury, ninety percent 

(90%) of the fine collected under this subsection shall immediately be forwarded to the personal care 

assistance program under KRS 205.900 to 205.920. Ten percent (10%) of the fine collected under this 

subsection shall annually be returned to the county where the violation occurred and distributed equally to all 

law enforcement agencies within the county. 

(30) (a) Prior to January 1, 2011, any person who violates KRS 189.292 or 189.294 shall not be issued a 

uniform citation, but shall instead receive a courtesy warning. 

(b) On or after January 1, 2011, any person who violates KRS 189.292 or 189.294 shall be fined twenty-

five dollars ($25) for the first offense and fifty dollars ($50) for each subsequent offense. 

Section 5.   KRS 281A.175 is amended to read as follows: 

(1) An applicant for a school bus endorsement shall satisfy the following requirements: 

(a) Qualify for a passenger vehicle endorsement by passing the knowledge and skills test for obtaining a 

passenger vehicle endorsement; 

(b) Demonstrate knowledge of loading and unloading children, including the safe operation of stop signal 

devices, external mirror systems, flashing lights, and other warning and safety devices required for 

school buses by state or federal law or regulation; 

(c) Demonstrate knowledge of emergency exits and procedures for safely evacuating passengers in an 

emergency; [and] 

(d) Demonstrate knowledge of state and federal laws and regulations related to safely traversing highway 

rail grade crossings; and 

(e) Submit to an annual physical examination in accordance with 49 C.F.R. pt. 391, completed by a 

medical examiner as defined by 49 C.F.R. pt. 390. 

(2) An applicant for a school bus endorsement shall take a driving skills test in a school bus of the same vehicle 

group as the school bus the applicant will drive. 

[(3) Prior to October 1, 2005, the driving skills test required for an applicant for a school bus endorsement may be 

waived by the cabinet for an applicant who: 
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(a) Is currently licensed; 

(b) Has experience driving a school bus; 

(c) Has a good driving record; 

(d) Certifies and has state verification that, during the two (2) year period immediately prior to applying for 

a school bus endorsement, the applicant: 

1. Held a valid commercial driver's license with a passenger vehicle endorsement to operate a 

school bus representative of the group of bus the applicant will be driving; 

2. Has not had his or her operator's license or commercial driver's license suspended, revoked, or 

canceled, or been disqualified from operating a commercial motor vehicle; 

3. Has not been convicted of any of the disqualifying offenses in 49 C.F.R. sec. 383.51(b) while 

operating a commercial motor vehicle, or of any offense in a noncommercial vehicle that would 

be disqualifying under 49 C.F.R. sec. 383.51(b) if committed in a commercial motor vehicle; 

4. Has not had more than one (1) conviction of any of the serious traffic violations defined in 49 

C.F.R. sec. 383.5 while operating any type of motor vehicle; 

5. Has not had any conviction for a violation of state or local law relating to motor vehicle traffic 

control, other than a parking violation, arising in connection with a traffic accident; 

6. Has not been convicted of any motor vehicle traffic violation that resulted in an accident; and 

7. Has been regularly employed as a school bus driver, has operated a school bus representative of 

the group the applicant seeks to drive, and provides evidence of such employment. 

(4) On and after October 1, 2005, all applicants for a school bus endorsement shall be required to take a driving 

skills test.] 

Signed by Governor March 19, 2013. 

 

 


