STATEMENT OF EMERGENCY
201 KAR 23:016E.
This emergency administrative regulation is being promulgated pursuant to KRS 335.070(3) and KRS 13A.190(1)(a)(1) to meet an imminent threat to public health, safety, or welfare. This regulation is necessary to mitigate the shortage of social work professionals in the Commonwealth of Kentucky at this time. The need for care continues to increase while the availability of practitioners to provide that care lags behind. Specifically, this regulation allows individuals that meet the appropriate educational requirements to practice social work under a temporary permit, under the appropriate supervision of a licensed clinical social worker, until such time as they are able to obtain licensure pursuant to KRS 335.080, KRS 335.090 or KRS 335.100. Access to temporary licensure would create a significant increase in access to services to the citizens of the Commonwealth and provide new social workers access to employment opportunities shortly after graduation. This regulation will be replaced with an ordinary regulation in due course. The ordinary administrative regulation is not identical to this emergency administrative regulation.
ANNE ADCOCK, DWS, MSW, CSW, Board Chair
ANDY BESHEAR, Governor
201 KAR 23:016E. Temporary permission to practice.
EFFECTIVE: October 3, 2022
RELATES TO: KRS 39A.180, 39A.190, 335.080, 335.090, 335.100
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: KRS 39A.180, 335.070(1), (3), (9), 335.190,
NECESSITY, FUNCTION, AND CONFORMITY: KRS 39A.180 and 39A.190 allow agencies to promulgate administrative regulations necessary for disaster and emergency response purposes during a state of emergency. KRS 335.070(1) requires the board to evaluate and approve the qualifications of the applicants for licensure. KRS 335.070(3) authorizes the board to promulgate administrative regulations. KRS 335.070(9) authorizes the board to establish requirements for temporary permits to practice social work. This administrative regulation establishes the requirements for granting of temporary permission to engage in the practice of social work.
Section 1.  
(1) A temporary permit to engage in the practice of social work shall be granted, if requested, to an applicant who has completed all of the requirements for licensure except the examination and has applied for licensure under the provisions of KRS 335.080, 335.090, or 335.100.
(2) A person practicing under a temporary permit as a certified social worker shall not accumulate hours toward the supervision requirements of KRS 335.100(1)(b).
(3) A certified social worker or licensed clinical social worker practicing clinical social work under a temporary permit shall be under the supervision of a licensed clinical social worker who qualifies to provide supervision under 201 KAR 23:070, Section 3(1).
(4) The request for a temporary permit shall be accompanied by a letter from the proposed supervisor acknowledging the responsibility for supervision and for the practice of the person holding the temporary permit.
(5) A licensee shall not serve as the supervisor for more than two (2) persons holding a temporary permit at any one (1) time.
(6) Supervision during the period of temporary permission to practice shall be a minimum of one (1) hour of individual, face-to-face supervision per week.
(7)  
(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) of this subsection, the temporary permit shall be valid until the applicant for licensure is issued or denied licensure under the provisions of KRS 335.080, 335.090, or 335.100.
(b) A temporary permit shall not extend for more than 240 days after the temporary permit was approved.
(c) Active temporary permits existing at the time of the promulgation of this emergency administrative regulation shall be reissued as of the date of the filing of this regulation and shall be valid for not more than 240 days from the date of issuance.
(8) Any changes to the terms of the temporary permit shall be submitted to the board and approved by the board before the temporary permit holder continues social work practice.
