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Bill Number:
HB 1028 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to crimes and punishments


Sponsor(s):   Rep Johns, et al
Introduction Date:3/1/00
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Create a new section of KRS Chapter 527 to prohibit the use of a firearm during the commission of a felony as a Class D felony for the first offense and a Class C felony for each subsequent offense; provide for no probation or parole for persons convicted of this offense;amend KRS 533.060 relating to prohibiting probation if a firearm is used during the commission of an offense to prohibit parole as well



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill creates a felony offense relating to use of a firearm in the commission of a felony.  The bill further requires that persons convicted of same cannot be probated or paroled for that crime.  Current statutes grant parole eligibility for most crimes based on the cumulative sentence.  Offenders convicted of felonies, particularly with longer sentences, would not be eligible for parole if they are also convicted pursant to this new legislation and must therefore serve-out the entire sentence.  There is no estimated short-term impact but the long-term impact will be great.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Convictions pursuant to this new felony offense would have no short-term impact on the Department’s prison population but the long term impact of inmates serving out their entire sentence, regardless of length, would have a major impact on the Department of Corrections.  A person with a robbery conviction of 10 years and who used a firearm in the commission of the crime would have to serve their entire sentence prior to release.  It is not reasonably possible to predict the long-term impact of this bill on the prison population although it will be significant.  There is no estimated short-term impact, that is, within the coming biennium.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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