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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to education.

SPONSOR
Representative J. C. Ausmus III

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill provides through a local referendum for the display of the Ten Commandments and the implementation of a social studies curriculum related to the Ten Commandments in local schools.  To place the question on the ballot a petition must be filed requesting a referendum. The signatures of twenty-five percent of the voters voting in the school district in the last general election are required for a valid petition.  The county clerk will determine the sufficiency of the petition, and will also be responsible for placing the question on the ballot.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 111 on local government is indeterminable, although it would place a definite burden on county clerks. County clerks would be responsible for:


(1)
Determining if the petition is in proper order;


(2)
Publishing (advertising) the referendum question prior to the election; and


(3)
Preparing the "question" for placement on the ballot.

Representatives of the Kentucky County Clerks Association and three county clerk offices were asked to give their opinion on the degree of burden associated with a petition process. All agreed that the responsibilities of the county clerk, other than determining if the petition is in order, would require only a minimal effort. In the case of the determination proper order, the clerks varied in their opinion on the degree of burden.

The Jefferson County Clerk's Office stated that the burden would not be substantial if the petition was for a county-wide election, and if the petition included either the signatory's date of birth or social security number. (The bill as written requires either the voter's social security number or date of birth.) The Robertson County Clerk's Office stated that the burden would be minimal. The Fayette County Clerk's Office stated that a petition process could be a substantial undertaking.
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