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AN ACT relating to education.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 160 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The posting of the Ten Commandments as provided by Section 3 of this Act and the implementation of the curriculum as provided by Section 2 of this Act may be adopted by school districts as provided by this section.

(2)
Persons seeking to post the Ten Commandments and implement the curriculum provided by Section 2 of this Act within their school district shall submit a petition to the county clerk for a referendum. The petition for referendum shall be signed by a number of qualified voters of the school district to be affected at least equal to twenty-five percent (25%) of the votes cast in the school district at the last preceding general election.

(3)
The petition for referendum, in addition to the name of the voter, shall state also the voter's residence address, Social Security number or date of birth, and the correct date upon which the voter's name was signed.

(4)
(a)
The petition shall be in substantially the following form: "The undersigned qualified voters living within (name of the school district) hereby request that the question of posting the Ten Commandments in the district's schools, in conjunction with the implementation and integration of a social studies curriculum regarding the historical impact of the Ten Commandments, as it relates to comparative religion and moral, ethical, legal, and societal rules reflected by and related to the Ten Commandments' role in the historical development of the Commonwealth and the United States, be put to a referendum."

(b)
When a petition is filed, each sheet shall have an affidavit executed by the circulator stating:

1.
That the circulator personally circulated the sheet;

2.
The number of signatures thereon;

3.
That all signatures were affixed in his or her presence;

4.
That the circulator believes the signatures to be the genuine signatures of qualified voters in the school district; and

5.
That each signer had an opportunity before signing to read the full text of the proposal.

(c)
Petitions shall contain or have attached throughout their circulation the full text of the proposal.
(5)
If, not later than the second Tuesday in August preceding the day established for a regular election, the county clerk determines that the petition is in proper order, the clerk shall advertise the question as provided in KRS Chapter 424 and have prepared to place before the voters of the school district at the next regular election the question, which shall be: "Shall the (name of school district) post the Ten Commandments, in conjunction with the implementation and integration of a social studies curriculum regarding the historical impact of the Ten Commandments, as it relates to comparative religion and moral, ethical, legal, and societal rules reflected by and related to the Ten Commandments' role in the historical development of the Commonwealth and the United States, in the (name of school district)'s schools." The voter shall vote "yes" or "no." The county clerk shall cause to be posted in each polling place one (1) copy of the full text of the proposal.

(6)
The provisions of general election law shall apply to the question submitted to voters under this section. The certificate of the body authorized by law to canvass election returns shall be delivered to the school district and the certificate shall be entered upon the records of the school district at the next regular meeting of the school board.

(7)
Upon the adoption of the referendum by a majority of the votes cast, the text of the Ten Commandments shall be displayed as provided in Section 3 of this Act.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

Following the approval of a referendum under Section 1 of this Act, the board of education of each local school district shall provide in its social studies curriculum, as directed by each school-based decision making council under KRS 160.345 as to the particular content of the curriculum to be adopted, for all age-appropriate instruction regarding the historical impact of the Ten Commandments, as it relates to comparative religion and moral, ethical, legal, and societal rules reflected by and related to the Ten Commandments' role in the historical development of the United States and the Commonwealth of Kentucky.

SECTION 3.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Following the approval of a referendum under Section 1 of this Act, the local school board shall direct the school-based decision making council of each school in the district, if sufficient funds are available as provided in subsection (2) of this section, to display a copy of the Ten Commandments, upon the school-based decision making council's determination of an appropriate form and manner for the Ten Commandments to be so displayed.

(2)
The copies required by this section shall be purchased with funds made available through voluntary contributions made to the specific school for the purposes of this section.

Section 4.   The following KRS section is repealed:

158.178   Ten Commandments to be displayed.

Section 5.   If any provision of this Act or the application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity shall not affect other provisions or applications of the Act that can be given effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Act are severable.
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