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SUBJECT/TITLE
Bleacher Safety Act

SPONSOR
Rep. Jim Wayne

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;
x
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing
x
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 115/SCS establishes safety standards for new public bleachers installed, distributed, sold, etc. in the state after the Act takes effect.  The measure affects bleachers standing 60 inches above floor level and requires that the open space between bleacher foot boards and seats cannot exceed 4 inches unless approved safety nets are installed.  The measure requires inspections every five years.  It also imposes a civil penalty for violation.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 115/SCS on local governments is indeterminable, although it should be minimal.  The bill affects new bleachers installed after the measure becomes law.  It is assumed new bleachers would comply with the standards set out in the measure.  Also, the 60-inch height standard for bleachers should eliminate many smaller bleachers of five rows or less from having to undergo compliance inspections.

The compliance inspections required under the measure should not affect local governments to any significant degree because some local governments already have inspectors, and the ones that do not could ask the state to conduct the inspections.  The safety inspections required under the measure probably could be accomplished in-house, or through the state, by utilizing inspectors listed in the billSYMBOL 190 \f "Symbol"either a "qualified and certified building inspector," a "state licensed design professional" or the "state fire marshal."  The General Inspection Division of the Office of the State Fire Marshal could be called on to do the inspections.  That division has 23 inspectors who work out of their homes throughout the state.  The division has 65 "deputized" fire departments in the state with inspection responsibilities.

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff;

Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction's Division of Building Codes Enforcement and State Fire Marshal's Office;

Kentucky League of Cities
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