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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishments; murder, wanton endangerment, and assault charges relating to leaving a disabled person or child unattended in a motor vehicle

SPONSOR
Rep. R. J. Palmer II

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
x
City;
x
County;
x
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 peace officers; law enforcement agencies; courts, prosecutors

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill provides that when a person leaves a disabled person or a child under the age of 8 unattended (by someone at least 16 years of age) in a motor vehicle (under circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to human life) and that person dies, the person who left the disabled adult or child in the vehicle is guilty of murder, or manslaughter in the first degree; if injury occurs to a person similarly left unattended, then the person who left the disabled adult or child in a vehicle is guilty of assault; and leaving such persons unattended constitutes (in circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to the value of human life) wanton endangerment.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of this bill is indeterminable and likely minimal. Peace officers, prosecutors and courts currently have the authority to arrest, charge, prosecute, and convict (for murder, manslaughter, assault, wanton endangerment) those who have left persons alone in vehicles, and they have done so. However, making the leaving of a disabled person or child in a vehicle part of the statutory definition of murder, manslaughter, assault, and wanton endangerment may increase the likelihood and frequency of such charges being brought. On the other hand, the frequency of leaving children and disabled adults in vehicles may decrease as a result of clearly defining the criminal nature (and consequences) of such abandonment.

Although there may be some associated costs for training required as a result of these new definitions, it is likely that this would be absorbed within the 40-hours of required annual (Department of Justice) training for peace officers

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson (LRC); Robert Thomas (Pres. of the Ky. Sheriffs Assoc.) Ted Collins (Chair, Legislative Comm. of Ky. Peace Officers Assoc.)
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