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AN ACT relating to student discipline in the public schools.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Each local board of education shall incorporate in the code of acceptable behavior and discipline, a policy to require each student in the public school district, while on school grounds or at a school sponsored event, to address and respond to any public school employee by using the respectful terms "Yes, Ma'am" or "No, Ma'am," "Yes, Sir" or "No, Sir," or "Yes, Mr. or Ms. (Surname)" or "No, Mr. or Ms. (Surname)," as appropriate. The policy shall provide for appropriate punishment to discipline any student who fails to comply with this requirement, except that under no circumstance shall suspension or expulsion of the student constitute the appropriate punishment. 

(2)
Beginning with the 2000-2001 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in preschool through fifth grade.

(3)
Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the sixth grade.

(4)
Beginning with the 2002-2003 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the seventh grade.

(5)
Beginning with the 2003-2004 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the eighth grade.

(6)
Beginning with the 2004-2005 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the ninth grade.

(7)
Beginning with the 2005-2006 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the tenth grade.

(8)
Beginning with the 2006-2007 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the eleventh grade.

(9)
Beginning with the 2007-2008 school year and thereafter, the requirements stated in subsection (1) of this section shall apply to public school students in the twelfth grade.
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