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AN ACT relating to the preparation and filing of legal documents.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The commissioner of the Department for Local Government shall create an advisory committee to establish and implement a uniform indexing system to be used by Kentucky county clerks. The committee shall consist of the following membership:

(a)
Two (2) members appointed by the President of the Senate;

(b)
Two (2) members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives; and

(c)
Two (2) representative members from each of the following groups:
1.
Governor's Office;
2.
Kentucky County Clerks Association;
3.
Kentucky Bar Association;
4.
Kentucky Association of Realtors;
5.
Kentucky Bankers Association;
6.
Department for Libraries and Archives;
7.
Department of Information Systems;
8.
Department for Local Government; and

9.
Administrative Office of the Courts.
(2)
The members shall choose a chairman from among the membership of the committee.

(3)
The committee shall meet monthly for a period of six (6) months immediately after the effective date of this Act to establish and implement a uniform indexing system for the filing of legal documents to be used by all county clerks by January 1, 2002, and this system shall recognize the requirements included in Section 2 of this Act.

(4)
After implementation of the indexing system, the advisory committee may meet semiannually to review and make recommendations for any changes.

(5)
The Department for Local Government shall provide adequate funding and staff to meet the needs of the advisory committee.

(6)
The Department for Local Government shall take action to implement the recommendations by promulgating administrative regulations in compliance with KRS Chapter 13A.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 65 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"Dark" means equal to or darker than step 8 on a Stouffer Opaque Sensitivity Guide or "gray scale."
(b)
"Handwriting" means writing done by hand with a pen or pencil.
(c)
"Nonessential information" includes information that does not affect the validity of a document, such as instructions, page numbers, form number, or other notations.
(d)
"Printed" describes an image produced by a mechanical device, such as a printing press, typewriter, or computer printer.
(2)
County clerks shall follow a uniform record management process established in accordance with Section 1 of this Act that shall include all records, in addition to all property deeds and real estate transactions, under the following guidelines. Each instrument executed after the effective date of this Act and lodged for record in the office a county clerk shall:

(a)
Consist of one (1) or more individual sheets measuring no more than eight and one-half (8 1/2) inches by fourteen (14) inches in size;

(b)
Not be permanently bound;

(c)
Not be a continuous form;

(d)
For each page except the first page and the final page, have a minimum one-inch (1") top, side, and bottom margin;

(e)
For the first page, have a minimum:
1.
Two (2) inch top margin;
2.
One (1) inch bottom margin; and
3.
One (1) inch side margins; and
(f)
For the final page, have a minimum:
1.
One (1) inch top margin;
2.
Two (2) inch bottom margin; and
3.
One (1) inch side margins.
(3)
All records and documents executed after the effective date of this Act and lodged in the office of a county clerk shall follow the guidelines set forth in subsection (2) of this section except:

(a)
A map;

(b)
A plat;

(c)
A drawing;

(d)
A will; or

(e)
An instrument whose size is mandated by federal law or regulation.

(4)
A map, plat, or drawing executed after the effective date of this Act and lodged in the office of a county clerk shall contain a three (3) inch by three (3) inch space at the bottom right corner.

(5)
All records and documents executed after the effective date of this Act and lodged in the office of a county clerk shall have a print clarity as follows:

(a)
They shall be printed with dark ink, on white paper that does not have background color, images, or writing.

(b)
A printed character shall be crisp, clean, complete, and legible.

(c)
A record or document shall not have superfluous decorations such as wax, ribbons, and gold seals.

(6)
All records or documents that are completed by handwriting, executed after the effective date of this Act and lodged in the office of a county clerk shall be written in dark ink. Blue ink is acceptable if it is dark when photographically or electronically reproduced.

(7)
A record or document executed after the effective date of this Act and lodged in the county clerk's office shall be printed on a minimum of twenty (20) pound weight paper.

(8)
A county clerk shall not be prohibited from filing a record or document that does not meet the requirements established by this section if the instrument has been created, certified, or accepted for filing or recording by the United States government or a government of a nation or state.
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