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AN ACT relating to military license plates.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 186.1732 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Upon application to the county clerk of the county of residence, an active component member of the United States Armed Forces, a member of the reserves of the United States Armed Forces, or a member of the Coast Guard auxiliary, or any retired member of the United States Armed Forces with twenty (20) years of service, or a veteran of the United States Armed Forces who served on active duty for at least twenty-four (24) months and received an honorable discharge shall be issued a license plate in the same form and character as license plates authorized by law to be used on passenger cars. This license plate may be issued for a passenger car as set forth in KRS 186.050(1) or for a commercial vehicle as set forth in KRS 186.050(3)(a), but shall not authorize the operation of the vehicle at a gross laden weight in excess of six thousand (6,000) pounds. The plate shall bear a seal, indicating Army, Air Force, Marine Corps,[ or] Navy, or Coast Guard, a designator that indicates whether the applicant's status is active, reserve, retired,[ or] veteran, or auxiliary, and a registration number. The member, retired member, or veteran, may purchase two (2) registrations annually and they shall be for vehicles that are owned or leased by the applicant. Each application shall be accompanied by proof of current active,[ or] reserve, or auxiliary service, retired status or veteran eligibility, and the payment of a one (1) time fee of twenty-five dollars ($25). License plates issued under this section shall expire on December 31. Annually, thereafter, upon application to the county clerk of the county of his residence, together with proof of current service, or twenty (20) years of previous service in the United States Armed Forces, or veteran status, and with payment of a renewal registration fee of eleven dollars and fifty cents ($11.50) and three dollars ($3) clerk's fee, the clerk shall issue a new plate or renewal decal as directed by the Transportation Cabinet. Application for registration under this section shall be made to the county clerk of the county of residence and shall be accompanied by the appropriate fees prescribed by this section.

(2)
(a)
Upon the sale or transfer of a vehicle licensed as authorized by subsection (1) of this section, the owner shall remove the military license plate and return it and the certificate of title and registration to the county clerk. The clerk shall issue a regular license plate, and certificate of title and registration, upon payment of an eleven dollar and fifty cent ($11.50) state fee and three dollar ($3) clerk's fee.

(b)
Upon application of another vehicle which is authorized to bear the registration under subsection (1) of this section, owned by the same applicant to whom the military license plate was originally issued, the county clerk shall issue another such license plate. There shall be no state fee for the plate and a two dollar ($2) clerk's fee.

(3)
Upon termination of membership in the active component or reserves of the United States Armed Forces, or the Coast Guard auxiliary, an applicant to whom a military license plate was issued under this section shall, within thirty (30) days, return the military plate to the county clerk of his county of residence.

(4)
For the services performed in issuing military license plates, and in annually issuing a renewal decal to be affixed to the military license plate, the county clerk shall receive from each applicant a fee of three dollars ($3). A like fee shall be charged for issuance of a replacement license plate after the sale or transfer of the vehicle for which it was originally issued.

(5)
The secretary of the Transportation Cabinet shall, in accordance with the provisions of KRS Chapter 13A, promulgate administrative regulations and prescribe forms necessary to carry out the purpose of this section.
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