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AN ACT relating to the Department of Law.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 15 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The Office of Senior Protection is created in the Department of Law. The Office of Senior Protection shall be headed by an executive director appointed by the Attorney General. The office shall:

(a)
Identify programs and services which protect senior citizens from economic and physical crime;

(b)
Conduct seminars, provide workshops, and develop and distribute information to promote public awareness of matters impacting senior citizens and to assist appropriate agencies with training as may be warranted;

(c)
Coordinate with other units in the Department of Law; local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies; local prosecutors; and local, state, and federal agencies that provide services to senior citizens; and

(d)
Report to the Attorney General, the Governor, the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives by June 30 of each year on actions which will further the public policy goals of providing a safe and secure environment for senior citizens of the Commonwealth.

(2)
A Senior Protection Advisory Council is created in the Department of Law. The council shall advise the Attorney General on issues to enhance and improve services to promote the protection of senior citizens. The council shall include:

(a)
The Attorney General, who shall chair the council;

(b)
Executive Director, Office of Senior Protection;

(c)
Director, Victims' Advocacy Division;

(d)
Director, Medicaid Fraud and Abuse Control Division;

(e)
Director, Consumer Protection Division;

(f)
Director, Special Investigations Division;

(g)
Director, Prosecutors Advisory Council Services Division;

(h)
Commissioner of the Kentucky State Police or the commissioner's designee;

(i)
Executive director of the Office of Aging Services, Cabinet for Families and Children or the executive director's designee;

(j)
Secretary of the Public Protection and Regulation Cabinet or the secretary's designee;

(k)
A state senator named by the President of the Senate;

(l)
A state representative named by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;

(m)
Representatives of the following offices or organizations appointed by the Attorney General:

1.
One (1) commonwealth's attorney;

2.
One (1) county attorney;

3.
One (1) sheriff;

4.
One (1) chief of police;

5.
One (1) area development district representative of aging services; and

6.
Two (2) representatives of the American Association of Retired Persons; and

(n)
Other members named by the Attorney General as may be warranted to further the purposes of this section.

(3)
Members of the Senior Protection Advisory Council shall serve for terms of two (2) years and until their successors are appointed. Members may be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties on the council.
Section 2.   KRS 15.010 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The Attorney General is the head of the Department of Law.

(2)
The Department of Law shall include the following major organizational units:

(a)
Criminal Appellate Division;

(b)
Consumer Protection Division;

(c)
Special Investigations Division;

(d)
Special Prosecutions Division;

(e)
Prosecutors Advisory Council Services Division;

(f)
Medicaid Fraud and Abuse Control Division;

(g)
Civil and Environmental Law Division;

(h)
Victims Advocacy Division;

(i)
Child Support Enforcement Commission;

(j)
Administrative Hearings Division;

(k)
Office of Rate Intervention;[ and]
(l)
Administrative Services Division;

(m)
Office of Senior Protection; and

(n)
Senior Protection Advisory Council.

Section 3.   If, during the 2000 Regular Session, the General Assembly confirms Executive Order 99-80, which transfers the Office of Aging Services between existing cabinets, the Reviser of Statutes shall change "Cabinet for Families and Children" to the "Cabinet for Health Services" in Section 1 of this Act.

Section 4.   The General Assembly confirms Executive Order 98-03, issued by the Attorney General on June 12, 1998, to the extent that it is not otherwise confirmed by this Act.

Page 1 of 3
HB015910.100-543

GA

