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(X) 2000 BR No.
933

(X)
House
Bill No.
178/HCS
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SUBJECT/TITLE
AN ACT relating to early mathematics placement testing.

SPONSOR
Representative Jon Draud

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
               Impact
               No Impact
    X   Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
          X     State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact


Fund(s) Impact:
        X       General
                Road
               Federal


                     Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)





Net Effect

Indeterminable
Indeterminable 
Indeterminable 

____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of HB 178/HCS is to create the Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program to provide information to high school sophomores and juniors regarding their level of mathematics knowledge in relation to existing collegiate standards.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 158 to establish the Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program, located at a public university, to provide information to high school sophomores and juniors regarding their level of mathematics knowledge in relation to college standards in order to encourage students to take additional high school mathematics courses and reduce the number of students needing mathematics remediation in college; provides testing program as a computer website-based program to be developed and conducted by a public university that shall be selected by the Council on Postsecondary Education by September 1, 2000; requires testing program to be available to all Kentuckians for self-evaluation; requires computer website testing program to develop and adopt appropriate tests, permits testing at school or home, transmits electronically test scores and diagnostic information to participating school; provides specified information to student's choice of colleges, encourages postsecondary education institution to communicate encouragement for additional study or congratulation on test score; and requires the public university to report annually on the effects of the program. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The actual fiscal impact of HB 178/HCS is indeterminable due to the inability to precisely calculate the number of high school sophomores and  juniors who would choose to participate in the Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program.  HB 178/HCS specifically states, “student participation in the program shall be voluntary.”  

Although the actual fiscal impact is indeterminable, the following cost elements are provided:

According to data provided by the Council on Postsecondary Education the projected cost of the Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program is approximately $115,200 per year.  The Council consulted other states in estimating the percentage of  students who would voluntarily participate, as well as cost of test development, administration, and scoring.  After this consultation process, the Council estimated that sixty percent (60%) of eligible students would participate.

The Council estimated that, of approximately 96,000 students who would be eligible for the program, approximately 57,600 would actually participate (96,000 eligible students X 60% estimated percentage of participation).  The testing program will be a website-based program with an estimated cost of approximately $2 per student  The Kentucky Early Mathematics Testing Program cost estimate is approximately $115,200 (57,600 x $2 per student).
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