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An Act relating to waiver of tuition fees for dependents of veterans.
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

To amend KRS 164.505 to waive tuition at state-supported schools for dependents of any veteran who was killed while on active duty; to make stepchildren eligible dependents; to provide more limited tuition benefits for dependents of deceased veterans who served during wars or national emergencies, and were honorably discharged. To amend KRS 164.515 to include stepchildren as eligible dependents in the waiver of tuition for dependents of veterans with a service connected disability, and to include dependents of disabled veterans who were injured while on active duty, with or without wartime service. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Amends KRS 164.505 to waive tuition at state-supported schools for dependents of any veteran who was killed while on active duty; makes stepchildren eligible dependents; provides more limited tuition benefits for dependents of deceased veterans who served during wars or national emergencies, and were honorably discharged; amends KRS 164.515 to include stepchildren as eligible dependents in the waiver of tuition for dependents of veterans with a service connected disability, and includes dependents of disabled veterans who were injured while on active duty, with or without wartime service. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

HB 181/GA would have possible fiscal impacts in the following provisions: The legislation would add stepchildren to the list of dependents eligible for postsecondary education for tuition and fees under KRS 164.505 and KRS 164.515.  Under KRS 164.505 the legislation would limit the amount of tuition benefits to 36 months, in order to obtain a diploma, or not in excess of the lesser number of months required for a certificate of completion.  Under KRS 164.505, the legislation adds to the categories eligible for tuition waivers to dependents of members of the National Guard killed while doing in-state duty.  Under KRS 164.515 the legislation extends tuition benefits to 100% service connected disabled veterans regardless of wartime service.

The fiscal impact of HB 181/GA is indeterminable due to the lack of data relating to the number of stepchildren that would become eligible for a tuition wavier and the number of those eligible that would attend a postsecondary education.  The effect of limiting the amount of tuition benefits to 36 months should reduce the costs associated with provision KRS 164.505; however data is not available on the number of dependents affected and a fiscal impact consequently is also indeterminable.  The number of additional dependents that might become available expanding the categories eligible under KRS 164.505 and KRS 164.515 is not known and  the information is not available.  

The FY 1998-99 cost of postsecondary education tuition waivers, under the two statutes KRS 164.505 and KRS 164.515, was $1.8 million for an average cost of slightly over $3,000 per participant.
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