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AN ACT relating to health insurance coverage of city pension fund retirees and their spouses.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 95 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
As used in this section:

(a)
"City" means a city, other than a city of the first class, that maintains a policemen's pension fund, a firefighter's pension fund, or a policemen's and firefighter's pension fund established under this chapter;
(b)
"Health insurance coverage" means health maintenance organization coverage, hospitalization benefits, or other health or medical care coverage provided under this chapter; and
(c)
"Pension fund" does not include the County Employees Retirement System, which shall continue to be subject to KRS 61.702.
(2)
If a city provides health insurance coverage for city employees in accordance with KRS 79.080, the city shall permit a pension fund member retired for service or disability and who is not Medicare eligible, as provided in 42 U.S.C. sec. 1395, to participate in the same health insurance coverage by submitting a request for admission to the city's health care plan to the health care plan administrator. Upon the request of the retired pension fund member or the member's surviving spouse, the city shall also permit the retired member's spouse or surviving spouse to participate in the health insurance coverage provided pursuant to KRS 79.080, regardless of any prior insurance by which they may be covered. The cost for participation in health care coverage as provided by this subsection shall be paid by the retired pension fund member or the member's spouse or surviving spouse.

(3)
A request to participate in a city's health insurance coverage shall be made by the eligible retired pension fund member or the member's surviving spouse within six (6) months of the effective date of this Act. After that time, it shall be at the discretion of the city to permit participation in the city's health insurance coverage for retired pension fund members or their surviving spouses.
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