2000 BR 297/HB 198

January 24, 2000

Page 2

COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY

STATE FISCAL NOTE STATEMENT
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
LEGISLATIVE RESEARCH COMMISSION

2000 REGULAR SESSION
1998-99 INTERIM

MEASURE

(X) 2000 BR No.
297

(X)
House
Bill No.
198

() Resolution No.


() Amendment No.


SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to the educational assistance of  volunteer firefighters, volunteer paramedics, and volunteer emergency medical technicians.
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 164 to allow volunteer firefighters, volunteer paramedics, and volunteer emergency medical technicians a 25% reduction on tuition at state-supported universities, community colleges, and vocational training institutions. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

Section 1. Provides a definition of volunteer.

Section 2. Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 164 to allow volunteer firefighters, volunteer paramedics, and volunteer emergency medical technicians a 25% reduction on tuition at state-supported universities, community colleges, and vocational training institution.  Also, sets out the criteria volunteers must satisfy in order to qualify for a reduction in tuition.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The actual fiscal impact of HB 198 is indeterminable due to the lack of information regarding the number of volunteer firefighters, EMTs, or paramedics who would take undergraduate classes.

Therefore, the following is provided for illustrative purposes.

The Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education, an agency of the Cabinet for Public Protection, states there are approximately 18,000 volunteer firefighters in the Commonwealth.  There are approximately 10,000 volunteer emergency medical technicians (EMTs), and 2,400 volunteer paramedics.  It is not known how many of the EMTs and paramedics are volunteer firefighters, but the coordinator of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System's Fire/Rescue training program estimates most all are.  However, assuming about 1,000 EMTs and paramedics are not volunteer firefighters, the number of people that might benefit from House Bill 198 is estimated to be 19,000 (18,000 + 1,000).

The average resident undergraduate tuition at the state-supported universities, community colleges, and vocational training institutions for FY 2000-2001 is $2,071; and $2,199 in FY 2001-2002.

Therefore, for each volunteer who utilizes the provision of HB 198, the fiscal impact would be approximately $518 in FY 2000-01 ($2,071 x 25%) and $549 ($2,199 x 25%) in FY 2001-02.  Assuming all eligible volunteers would take advantage of the tuition reduction provided pursuant to HB 198, the maximum fiscal impact would be $9,842,000 (19,000 x 518) in FY 2000-01 and $10,431,000 (19,000 x 549) in FY 2001-02.

Currently, in order to be certified as a volunteer firefighter, one must complete a curriculum of prescribed courses (consisting of 92 hours) set out and provided by at no charge to the volunteer by the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education.  If the volunteer wishes to be trained as an emergency medical technician or a paramedic, the volunteer must bear the expense of the training, which for the most part, is provided by the Kentucky Community and Technical College System.  The cost of training to be a emergency medical technician is estimated to be $300 to $500, the cost of paramedic training is estimated to be $2,000 to $3,000.
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