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AN ACT relating to the educational assistance of volunteer firefighters, volunteer paramedics, and volunteer emergency medical technicians.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

As used in Sections 1 and 2 of this Act, a "volunteer" means any person:

(1)
Who is a member of:

(a)
A fire department organized under KRS Chapter 75, KRS 67.083, KRS Chapter 95, or KRS Chapter 273; or
(b)
An ambulance service organized under 108.090 to 108.180, KRS 67.083, or KRS Chapter 273; or
(c)
A rescue squad organized under KRS Chapter 39F; and
(2)
Who volunteers to provide services for the fire protection district or volunteer fire department, ambulance service district, volunteer ambulance service, or rescue squad, if the individual receives no salary, wages, or other compensation for services performed, or if the individual is paid expenses, reasonable benefits, or a nominal fee to perform the services for which the individual volunteered, and the services are not the same type of services which the individual is employed to perform.

SECTION 2.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 164 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
Any volunteer firefighter, volunteer paramedic, or volunteer emergency medical technician shall be entitled to a twenty-five percent (25%) reduction in tuition to any state-supported university, community college, or vocational training institution located in Kentucky.

(2)
In order to qualify for the tuition reduction, each volunteer firefighter, volunteer paramedic, or volunteer emergency medical technician shall:
(a)
Be a resident of Kentucky; and
(b)
1.
If a volunteer firefighter, present a copy of the roster obtained from the Commission on Fire Protection Personnel Standards and Education stating that the volunteer firefighter is active in the fire department and is currently certified or actively seeking certification, under KRS 75.400 to 75.470;
2.
If a volunteer emergency medical technician, present a current copy of a roster of an emergency medical service unit of which the person is an active member stating that the emergency medical technician is in active service, and shall present a copy of the certificate stating that the emergency medical technician is currently certified or actively seeking certification, under KRS 211.960 to 211.968; or
3.
If a volunteer paramedic, present a current copy of a roster of an emergency medical service unit of which the person is an active member stating that the emergency medical technician is in active service, and shall present a copy of the certificate stating that the volunteer paramedic is currently certified or actively seeking certification, under KRS 311.650 to 311.658, and KRS 211.960 to 211.968, and that the person does not hold an inactive certificate.
(2)
The volunteer firefighter, volunteer paramedic, or volunteer emergency medical technician shall present the required proof to the registrar of the state-supported university, community college, or vocational training institution at the beginning of each semester to be eligible for the tuition reduction.

(3)
If a volunteer firefighter, volunteer paramedic, or volunteer emergency medical technician becomes inactive or loses certification during a semester, then that person shall no longer be eligible for the tuition reduction and shall reimburse the state-supported university, community college, or vocational training institution the amount of tuition credited within thirty (30) days of the loss of eligibility.
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