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Summary:

Section 4 of this bill requires health insurance policies that provide prescription drug coverage to provide coverage for amino acid modified preparations and low-protein modified food products for the treatment of inherited metabolic diseases if the amino acid products are prescribed for therapeutic treatment of inherited metabolic diseases and administered under the direction of a physician. 

All language in Section 4 is current law except for subsection (4) and "including molecular defects causing inherited metabolic diseases" in subsection (2). Current law already requires health insurance policies to cover a newborn from the moment of birth.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

Current law already requires health insurance policies to cover a newborn from the moment of birth, including coverage for medically diagnosed congenital defects and birth abnormalities. This bill adds that this includes "molecular defects causing inherited metabolic diseases." Insurance coverage should not affect the cost of the treatment or service.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
The bill requires policies that cover prescription drugs to provide coverage for amino acid modified preparations and low-protein modified food products. To the extent that the prescription drug coverage is not currently paying for these products, it may increase the use. Although, if this is a product one needs to survive or to prevent worsening conditions, persons may be purchasing it regardless of insurance.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

Treatment of molecular defects with the listed products could be a substitute for more expensive treatment if failure to treat through use of the prescribed drugs causes worsening conditions, such as mental illness, or inability to walk or talk, etc.. 

