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NOTE SUMMARY
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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 204/GA provides response options for social workers when responding to reports of child abuse and neglect based on the risk to the child.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 204/GA amends KRS 620.040 to: 1) require Cabinet for Families and Children to perform investigation or assessment of reports; 2) require cabinet to conduct risk and family assessment on reports of child abuse or neglect and permit referral to other agencies when indicated by assessments; 3) permit information about reporting source to be shared with:  a) law enforcement agencies, b) agency designated to investigate or assess reports, or c) by court order after court review of case record and finding of reason to believe reporting source knowingly made a false report; 4) permit cabinet to retain all reports of suspected sexual abuse; 5) require social workers to assist law enforcement with investigations of non-custodial sexual abuse; 6) specify that search warrant is required to be requested rather than issued; and 7) permit members of multidisciplinary teams to receive information about abuse reports. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  

HB 204/GA' is estimated to have no fiscal impact.

After the Cabinet conducts a Risk and Family Assessment for an abuse or neglect report, HB 204/GA permits the CFC worker to refer low risk-cases to community agencies.  The CFC worker would continue to investigate the more serious allegations.  Sexual abuse is to be considered a high risk report.  CFC would provide the regulations and staff training needs.  HB 204/GA provides a list of persons or groups who may receive identifying information concerning the individual.

HB 204/GA modifies the procedures for addressing abuse or neglect reports, but there would be no additional cases.  The responsibility to provide regulations and training is estimated to have no fiscal impact.
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