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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 218/HCS deletes the following provisions relating to Charitable Healthcare Providers: a)  the requirement placed on charitable health care providers that these entities submit a $50 registration fee and information about services to the Cabinet for Health Services; b)  the term "certified" and "comparable licensure from other jurisdictions" from the definition of "charitable health care provider";  c)  the limit of $20,000 for medical malpractice policy premiums for charitable health care providers; and d)  the requirement that the registration filed with Cabinet for Health Services be submitted to the Department of Insurance.  In addition, HB 218/HCS specifies that malpractice policy premiums may be paid when the provider does not have malpractice coverage for the provision of charitable health care.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 216.941 to delete the requirement for charitable health care providers to submit a $50 registration fee and information to the Cabinet for Health Services; Amends KRS 304.40-075 to delete the term "certified" and "comparable licensure from other jurisdictions" from the definition of "charitable health care provider"; Deletes the limit of $20,000 for medical malpractice policy premiums for charitable health care providers; Deletes the requirement that the registration filed with Cabinet for Health Services be submitted to the Department of Insurance, and specifies that malpractice policy premiums may be paid when the provider does not have malpractice coverage for the provision of charitable health care.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 218/HCS has no impact on the Cabinet for Health Services.

Pursuant to information provided by the Cabinet for Health Services, Department for Public Health, there are only four Primary Care/Preventive Service Clinics in Kentucky which fall into the definition for a "Charitable Health Care Provider".  These clinics are located in Bowling Green, Owensboro, Paducah and Hopkinsville.  

Pursuant to the Department of Insurance, medical malpractice premiums currently being paid with state General Fund in FY 1998-99 for these four entities totaled approximately $20,000.  These entities' medical malpractice premiums cost the state a total of $15,000 in FY 1996-97.
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