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Bill #:
 HB 220/HCS

Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
Public safety; sex crimes and registration

SPONSOR
Representative Gross Lindsay

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace officers, jailers, city and county police departments, sheriffs offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The provisions of this bill most directly related to local government provide for the registration of sex offenders in communities where they will reside subsequent to incarceration. They require the court to order that all sex offenders, within 48 hours of their release, report to a local detention facility (in most cases, a county or regional jail) which is required to obtain the person's fingerprints and photograph and send them to the State Police Information Services Center. The bill's provisions require that registrant information is to be provided  to all local law enforcement agencies upon request.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal to significant. Persons required to register as convicted sex offenders will have to report (subsequent to release) to a local detention facility, in the county in which he or she resides,  and that local detention facility will have to fingerprint and photograph the person and send these documents to the State Police. 

Most county or regional jails and detention centers do not have the necessary photographic equipment or expertise for the purposes identified in this bill. The responsibility under current law for fingerprinting in jails by jailers is subject to disagreement. The equipment is presently available and would not constitute a fiscal burden. However, in almost all cases, fingerprinting is currently done by law enforcement personnel. If jail personnel are required to perform this function by the provisions (or related regulations) of this bill then training will be required and, in some cases, additional personnel may be required. KS 441.046 states that all persons in detention facilities shall be fingerprinted. However, the statute then states that, "The jailer may (emphasis added) fingerprint persons for other law enforcement agencies". The statute additionally requires that fingerprints are to be sent to the State Police. To date, as stated above, jailers are not (as a matter of practice) fingerprinting, and the system for transferring electronic fingerprint data (and photographs) from jails to the State Police information systems is not complete.

In summary, fully developing the capacity of all county jails to fingerprint and photograph for electronic submission to the State Police Information Services Center can have a significant cost impact in some cases, and a fairly minimal impact in others.

Local law enforcement agencies may receive and disseminate registrant information provided by the Justice Cabinet. Aside from some minimal time and effort, the registering or receiving of information regarding a registrant does not appear, in and of itself, to require any appreciable additional expenditures by local law enforcement agencies.

There is language in the bill regarding immunity (for county officials and law enforcement agencies) from suit for good faith conduct and for disseminating or not disseminating information about sex offenders.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Ted Evans (Pres., KY Jailers Association)

James Kemper (Franklin county Jailer)

Scott Varland (LRC)
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