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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act relating to a Rails to Trails Program

SPONSOR
Representative J. Haydon

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
                 Impact
               No Impact
   X   Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
         X         State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Department for Local Government, Legislative Research Commission

Fund(s) Impact:
        X      General
                Road
               Federal


                   Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

Indeterminable
Indeterminable


Net Effect

Indeterminable
Indeterminable


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  

HB 221/HCS2 creates, within the Department for Local Government (DLG), a railtrail development office and sets out responsibilities for that office; allows a railroad corridor to be railbanked under the provisions of state law; forestalls inadvertent abandonment of railroad corridors and allows a railroad to preserve those corridors which have proceeded through the federal regulatory abandonment process; sets out procedures for the Department of Parks to follow in instances of railroad abandonment; requires the Transportation Cabinet to publish a map of the Commonwealth's active and abandoned railroad corridors; requires notice of railroad abandonment to be forwarded to the DLG; includes railtrail ownership interests and activities within the provisions of KRS 411.190; sets out certain liability protections for owners of land adjoining a railtrail; sets out that a person leaving a railtrail to stray onto adjacent private property comes within the purview of the criminal trespass statutes as a replacement for a section relating to trespassers and landowner liability to them; directs the DLG to inventory and assess, for suitability to conversion to railtrails, the Commonwealth's railroad corridors; directs the Legislative Research Commission to reauthorize the Rails-to-Trails Task Force. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  

HB 221/HCS2 creates a new section of KRS Chapter 147A, KRS Chapter 174, KRS Chapter 277, and KRS Chapter 411; and amends KRS 148.690, KRS 411.190, and KRS 511.090 to provide for the measure's purpose.

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  Although the fiscal impact for HB 221/HCS2 is indeterminable, the cost is estimated to be minimal.  The following cost components are identified:

Department for Local Government (DLG) - Minimal fiscal impact.

The Department for Local Government has the basic responsibility to act as the technical support and service agency of state government for local units of government and to serve as a clearing house for information, data and assistance useful to or desired by local governments.  There would be a minimal fiscal impact to provide technical assistance and travel related to railtrail development.  

Costs for providing assistance are assumed to be provided by existing staffing levels and operating funds within the DLG.  However, in the event these costs are not provided from existing resources, a fiscal impact would be incurred by DLG.

Costs for the Department for Local Government to inventory the active and abandoned rail corridors are dependent upon the availability of existing information.  The cost to complete the inventory is indeterminable.

Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Cabinet - No Fiscal Impact.

Public Service Commission - No Fiscal Impact.

Transportation Cabinet - No Fiscal Impact.

Department of Parks - No Fiscal Impact.

Legislative Research Commission - Minimal fiscal impact.

A cost may be incurred if, upon the request of the task force, the Department for Local Government or the university to whom the assessment contract is awarded, is asked to update the task force on the progress of the work and allow task force members and staff access to records and meetings connected with the assessment. In addition, a cost may be incurred to support task force members who are non-legislators or state agency personnel.
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