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SUBJECT/TITLE
Misdemeanor inmate work credit

SPONSOR
Rep. Johnnie Turner

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
x
County;
x
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County jails

Requirement:
x
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
x
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

BR 248 permits inmates confined in a county jail for conviction of misdemeanor charges who work in the jail or on public projects, to receive one day's credit toward release for each three days worked, rather than one day's credit for each five days worked.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 248 is indeterminable, but likely would have the effect of reducing the number of misdemeanor prisoners in local jails, thus resulting in savings to counties.  Currently, inmates jailed on misdemeanor convictions can work in the jail or outside in a community service program and receive credit toward release.  An inmate can earn one credit for every eight hours worked.  For every five credits earned, a day of the sentence is deducted, thus reducing incarceration time.  (This can vary in some jurisdictions.)  Under BR 248, the credit ratio would be three-for-one, in other words, three credits earned would result in a one-day sentence deduction.

The measure would have the effect of shortening the sentence of a misdemeanor prisoner who opts to work off his time, thus saving money for counties, and would have the effect of freeing up jail space for housing state prisoners, for whom the county receives a daily payment.  The precise fiscal impact is indeterminable because one cannot predict the number of misdemeanor prisoners in the future, prisoner-days, or the number who would work off their time.  The three-for-one ratio likely will have the effect of making it more enticing for misdemeanor prisoners to work off their time compared to the current five-to-one ratio.

Counties are responsible for housing misdemeanor prisoners, although the statutes do give local governments the ability to bill inmates for their upkeep.  The per-prisoner cost can vary from jail to jail, depending on how lavish the facility is, the cost of food, programs offered and the like.  The state per diem rate for housing prisoners at local jails is $26.23 (including the medical allowance).  According to an official with the Kentucky Jailers Association, the cost of housing a misdemeanor prisoner is about the same as the cost of housing a felony prisoner.
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