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AN ACT relating to high school instruction in comparative religion.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 158 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
All public high schools in the Commonwealth of Kentucky shall provide as part of their course of studies an elective course or courses in comparative religion, beginning in the 2001-2002 school year. 

(2)
Comparative religion courses provided by a public school shall:

(a)
Follow guidelines established or implied by the United States Supreme Court on the teaching of religion in public schools;
(b)
Approach the subject of religion in a manner that is academic, balanced, and objective, not devotional;

(c)
Be based on the study of religion, not the practice of religion;

(d)
Increase awareness and understanding of religions, but not advocate, expect, or require student acceptance of any particular religion or belief;

(e)
Educate about a variety of religions, but not promote or denigrate any religion.

(3)
Comparative religion courses provided by a public school shall have as their objective the development in students of a broad and balanced understanding of:

(a)
The meaning and importance of religious liberty, with its accompanying rights and responsibilities;

(b)
The many diverse ways in which the religious dimension of human life is manifested;

(c)
How religions influence cultures and social and political institutions, and are in turn influenced by them;

(d)
The history of religions in America, including the interaction of religions, culture, and politics, and conflicts between religions;

(e)
The relationship of religions to moralities, and the difference between the two;

(f)
The different ways in which religions may be studied, and the strengths and weaknesses of each; and

(g)
The difference between studying about religions in a pluralistic context and practicing religion within a specific community, and the significance of each.

(4)
Comparative religion courses provided by a public school shall include a variety of student learning materials, which may include religious scriptural texts.
(5)
The Kentucky Department of Education shall:

(a)
Develop curriculum guidelines for courses in comparative religion, and make them available to all public high schools;

(b)
Incorporate comparative religion within the program of studies for Kentucky schools grades primary-12 for high school elective programs; and

(c)
Develop and provide elective professional development programs for high school social studies teachers addressing curriculum content and methods of instruction for teaching comparative religion.

Page 1 of 2
BR130200.100-1302



