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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Creates a new licensure category for "registered nurse first assistants", and requires that health plans cover services provided by registered nurse first assistants.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 216B.150 to define "perioperative nursing" and "registered nurse first assistant"; Amends KRS 216B.160 to require health care facilities to have policies relating to the use of registered nurse first assistants; Exempts nurses certified as perioperative nurses prior to 1995 from new education requirements; Creates a new section of KRS Chapter 304.17A to require that health plans offer coverage for surgical first assisting benefits, or services construed as providing coverage for those services that are offered by a registered nurse first assistant. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 281/GA may result in some additional work necessary to ensure that registered nurse first assistants comply with administrative regulations.  However, this impact can be absorbed within current appropriation levels.
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