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SUBJECT/TITLE
Registered nurse first assistants recognition

SPONSOR
Rep. Mary Lou Marzian

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Employee insurance coverage

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 281 requires health plans that offer coverage for surgical first assisting benefits or services be construed as providing coverage for comparable services offered by a registered nurse first assistant.  The bill also defines a "registered nurse first assistant," and requires health care facilities to have policies related to registered nurse first assistants.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 281 is indeterminable, although it should be minimal.  Registered nurse first assistants are certified in preoperative nursing, caring for surgical patients before, during and after surgery.  RNFAs practice in all 50 states.  This bill will clear the way for recognition, in the statutes, of the RNFA profession in Kentucky.  It will require health care facilities to have policies related to RNFAs, and will provide a means for RNFAs to bill insurers directly for surgical first assistant services.  This legislation should have minimal impact on local governments' insurance plans or the negotiation of those plans; it establishes the RNFA as another provider allowed to bill for services.  According to the Kentucky Association of Health Plans, RNFAs generally seek reimbursement for their services at lower rates than doctors who act as first assistants during surgery.  An LRC health insurance financial impact statement noted that "it can be argued that if the services will be performed by a registered nurse first assistant rather than a physician, the cost of the services will decrease."

DATA SOURCE(S)
LRC staff; LRC health and fiscal note analyses; Kentucky Association of Health Plans; Association of preoperative Registered Nurses; Internet search 
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