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AN ACT relating to vehicle emissions testing programs.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 224.20-715 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
The cabinet shall administer or provide for a comprehensive vehicle emission control program which may require the annual inspection of vehicles in counties designated by Federal Environmental Protection Agency regulation to be nonattainment for ozone, carbon monoxide, or nitrogen dioxide if a program is necessary or prudent to meet federal air quality standards and if no Federal Environmental Protection Agency approved program is being operated by an air pollution control district, county fiscal court, or combination of county fiscal courts. Provided, however, that a county legislative body not currently operating such a program has affirmatively authorized such a program to be operated either under its own or the cabinet's jurisdiction.

(2)
Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (1) of this section and KRS 224.20-755, any county in which the cabinet has required and is administering, either by itself or through a private contractor, a comprehensive vehicle emission control program requiring the periodic inspection or testing of vehicles may, by resolution adopted by majority vote of the county's fiscal court, withdraw from the vehicle emission control program and from the cabinet's jurisdiction and administration of the program.

(3)
The cabinet shall adopt emission standards which may vary by model year, class of vehicle, engine type or size, and may provide for the exemption of certain classes of vehicles from the requirements of KRS 224.20-710 to 224.20-765.

(4)[(3)]
The cabinet shall adopt conditions for compliance certificates and exemption certificates.

(5)[(4)]
The cabinet may administer or provide for a program to train and certify mechanics in the maintenance of control systems and techniques of engine maintenance which affect vehicle emissions, and may charge a fee for the program.

(6)[(5)]
The cabinet may administer or provide for the issuance and revocation of certificates to qualified mechanics and may charge a fee for the certificates.

(7)[(6)]
The cabinet shall adopt procedures, including inspection schedules necessary to implement the comprehensive vehicle emission control program.

(8)[(7)]
The cabinet may promulgate administrative regulations necessary to administer KRS 224.20-710 to 224.20-765.

Section 2.   KRS 224.20-720 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A compliance certificate shall be issued for each vehicle which meets and passes the annual inspection requirements. An exemption certificate may be issued under conditions adopted by the issuing authority. A certificate shall be issued to a vehicle only at an official emissions inspection station established and operated under a valid permit issued by the cabinet. All certificates shall be serially numbered or otherwise identified. Certificates shall be strictly accounted for by the issuing authority.

(2)
[No vehicle registered in counties required by the cabinet to have a vehicle emission control program shall have its registration renewed pursuant to KRS Chapter 186 without a valid compliance certificate or exemption certificate issued pursuant to KRS 224.20-710 to 224.20-765. ]Vehicles with state or official registration routinely operating in[ these] counties that have a vehicle emission control program shall be inspected at least once within each twelve (12) month period following the original registration.

Section 3.   KRS 186.020 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
Before the owner of a motor vehicle, other than a motor vehicle engaged in the transportation of passengers for hire operating under a certificate of convenience and necessity, may operate it or permit its operation upon a highway, the owner shall apply for registration in accordance with administrative regulations promulgated by the cabinet, except that a person who purchases a motor vehicle, or brings a motor vehicle into the Commonwealth from another state shall make application for registration within fifteen (15) days. The bill of sale or assigned title must be in the motor vehicle during this fifteen (15) day period. If the owner of a motor vehicle is an individual and resides in the Commonwealth, the motor vehicle shall be registered with the county clerk of the county in which he resides. If the owner of a motor vehicle does not reside in the Commonwealth, the motor vehicle shall be registered with the county clerk of the county in which the motor vehicle is principally operated. If the owner of a motor vehicle is other than an individual and resides in the Commonwealth, the motor vehicle shall be registered with the county clerk of either county. The application when presented to the county clerk for registration shall be accompanied by:

(a)
A bill of sale and a manufacturer's certificate of origin if the application is for the registration of a new motor vehicle;

(b)
The owner's registration receipt, if the motor vehicle was last registered in this state;

(c)
A bill of sale and the previous registration receipt, if last registered in another state where the law of that state does not require the owner of a motor vehicle to obtain a certificate of title or ownership;

(d)
A certificate of title, if last registered in another state where the law of that state requires the owner of a motor vehicle to obtain a certificate of title or ownership;

(e)
An affidavit from an officer of a local government saying that the motor vehicle has been abandoned and that the provisions of KRS 82.630 have been complied with, for local governments which elect to use the provisions of KRS 82.600 to 82.640; and

(f)
The application from a person who has brought a motor vehicle into the Commonwealth from another state shall be accompanied by proof that the motor vehicle is insured in compliance with KRS 304.39-080.

(2)
After that, the owner of any motor vehicle registered under KRS 186.050(1) or (2) shall register his motor vehicle on or before the date on which his certificate of registration expires. If, before operating the motor vehicle in this state, the owner registers it at some later date and pays the fee for the full year, he will be deemed to have complied with the law. Insofar as the owner is concerned, registration with the clerk shall be deemed to be registration with the cabinet.

(3)
After that, the owner of any commercial vehicle registered under KRS 186.050(3) to (14) shall register his commercial vehicle on or before April 1 of each year. If, before operating a commercial vehicle in this state, the owner registers it at some later date and pays the required fee, he will be deemed to have complied with the law. Insofar as the owner is concerned, registration with the clerk shall be deemed to be registration with the cabinet, except the owner of any commercial motor vehicle to be registered pursuant to the International Registration Plan under KRS 186.050(13) shall register his commercial motor vehicles on or before the last day of the month of registration established pursuant to KRS 186.051(3).

(4)
The application and documents presented therewith, including the sheriff's certificate of inspection, shall be affixed to the Transportation Cabinet copy of the certificate of title or registration and sent to the Transportation Cabinet by the clerk.

(5)
At least forty-five (45) days prior to the expiration of registration of any motor vehicle previously registered in the Commonwealth as provided by KRS 186A.035, the owner of the vehicle shall be notified by mail on the same notice required by KRS 134.805(5) of the date of expiration. In addition, the department shall provide appropriate forms and information to permit renewal of motor vehicle registration to be completed by mail. Any registration renewal by mail shall require payment of an additional two dollar ($2) fee which shall be received by the county clerk. Nonreceipt of the notice herein shall not constitute a defense to any registration related offense.

(6)
If a county has a vehicle emission control program under KRS 224.20-710 to KRS 224.20-765 in force, the Transportation Cabinet shall not require a valid compliance certificate or exemption certificate as a condition of renewal of vehicle registration in that county unless the county's fiscal court unanimously passes a resolution requiring a compliance certificate or exemption waiver prior to renewal. The Transportation Cabinet must receive such a resolution before requiring a compliance certificate or exemption certificate as a condition of registration renewal.
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