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SUBJECT/TITLE
An Act Relating to Hospitalization of the Mentally Ill

SPONSOR
Representative Brent Yonts

NOTE SUMMARY

Fiscal Analysis:
              Impact
               No Impact
    X   Indeterminable Impact

Level(s) of Impact:
      X        State
                       Local
               Federal

Budget Unit(s) Impact
Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation, Office of the Attorney General

Fund(s) Impact:
         X     General
                Road
               Federal


                   Restricted Agency (Type)
               (Other)

FISCAL SUMMARY

_____________________________________________________________________________

Fiscal Estimates
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002
Future Annual

Rate of Change

Revenues (+/-)





Expenditures (+/-)

$9.8-$61.3 million
$9.8-$61.3 million


Net Effect

$9.8-$61.3 million
$9.8-$61.3 million


_____________________________________________________________________________

MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  HB 31 extends the period of involuntary commitment of a mentally ill person from 3 days to 60 days if a person has been involuntarily committed three, or more, times within the past 12 months.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Amends KRS 202A.031 to require that the admitting physician determine how many times in the previous 12 months an individual has been involuntarily admitted, under KRS 202A.031, for treatment for mental illness; Requires that if the individual has been admitted 3 times in the previous 12 months, including the current admission, the Commonwealth's attorney shall file a petition to extend the current admission to 60 days; Amends KRS 202A.051 to conform; Amends KRS 202A.991 to establish a penalty of a Class B misdemeanor for a person who fails to make a good-faith effort to determine how many times in the previous 12 months a person has been involuntarily admitted under KRS 202A.031. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The actual fiscal impact of HB 31 is indeterminable due to the lack of data to accurately determine the following:  a)  the number of mentally ill patients who would be admitted three (3) times within a 12 month period;  b)  the additional length of stay that would be required for treatment;  and, c)  if any of the cost of the additional stay would be reimbursed by third party payors.

However, based on historical information and cost estimates provided by the Cabinet for Health Services, Department for Mental Health/Mental Retardation (MH/MR), the average cost per patient day at Western State Hospital is $375.  Utilizing this cost per day, and incorporating the following assumptions, the estimated cost ranges of HB 31 are provided:

Extension of Involuntary Commitment from 3 to 60 Days

a)
Number of Patients who are admitted 3, or more, times within a 12 month period:

Central State - 1/3 of its patient population - 320 patients

Western State - Average for FY 1998-99      - 46 patients

Eastern State and ARH Regional 

Behavioral Health Center - 

[assumes Western State level (46 * 2)]             92
Total Number of Patients

        458

b)
The days to increase the average length of stay to 60 days - 57 (excludes the current statutory 3 days).

c)
Cost per Day - $375 - (no increase for FY 2001-2002).


Total cost to increase to 60 days (required extension pursuant to HB 31)

458 patients * 57 days * $375 per day = $9,789,800
Extension of Involuntary Commitment from 3 to 360 Days
Based on the same assumptions noted above, but an extension of involuntary commitment from 3 days to 360 days, the following estimate is provided:

Total cost to increase to 360 days (permissive extension)

458 patients * 357 days * $375 per day = $61,314,700
These costs would be 100% General Fund supported because, for persons between the ages of 19 and 64, Medicaid only pays for 14 days in any hospital.  To the extent that mentally ill patients have not utilized the statutory 14 inpatient hospital day allowance, these cost estimates would be reduced.

HB 31 would have a minimal impact on the Office of the Attorney General.
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