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SUBJECT/TITLE
Highways; repealing provisions that permitted a fiscal court to issue overweight permits for county roads

SPONSOR
Rep. Brent Yonts

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 fiscal courts

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties

Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The purpose of this bill is to repeal those provisions of 1998 Ky. Acts Ch. 484 HB 495) which gave the fiscal court, rather than  the county judge executive, the authority to reduce loads and speed limits on county roads below that specified in the statutes, and which also provided that a fiscal court enter into cooperative agreements with persons applying for permits to haul loads (weights/dimensions) in excess of limits. (Prior to 1998 the county judge executive had the statutory authority to reduce loads and speed limits on county roads.) The language effecting the change from judge executive authority to fiscal court authority, and the language regarding cooperative agreements and the issuing of permits, is repealed in this bill. The bill also establishes a maximum fine of $500 for overweight vehicle violations.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of the bill is indeterminable, buy could range from minimal to significant, depending on a particular county's response to HB. 495 of the 1998 General Assembly (1998 Ky. Acts Ch. 484).  The current bill's provisions would likely restore the informal procedure by which judge executives granted permission for overweight vehicles to operate on county roads. Hence, the costs related to the paperwork associated with the formal issuance of permits and related cooperative agreements would be removed, but permit fees, and the formal agreements by permit holders to bear the costs associated with road use by overweight vehicles, would also be removed.

In short, if a particular county is issuing overweight permits as provided by H. B. 495 (Ky. Acts Ch. 484), it would lose the revenue from the fees associated with the permits. An indeterminable amount of revenue might also be lost as a consequence of no longer requiring permit holders to enter into a formal agreement to pay the county for damage caused by overweight vehicles. Finally, if placing a $500 cap on fines has the effect of removing the incentive to comply with weight restrictions, then an indeterminable but significant cost may be incurred due to increased road damage.
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