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SUBJECT/TITLE
Newborn children; taking possession of a newborn

SPONSOR
Rep. Jodie Haydon

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
County and city police departments and sheriffs offices; peace officers; any public employees employed as emergency medical providers or technicians, or hospital personnel

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New
X
Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The provisions of this bill require that peace officers, and certain categories of medical and hospital personnel take possession of newborn babies delivered to them by mothers (who express an intent not to return for them). The bill provides that such newborns be provided with necessary immediate health and safety services by these personnel and that the Department for Social Services be notified.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal. Some training will be required regarding procedures (provided in statute, and by required regulation and forms) for dealing with the circumstances surrounding the actions described in this bill. The bill is specific regarding information which is to be sought from the parent(s) leaving a child (with the intent not to return for it). The information requested is voluntary and peace officers or other personnel will not be required to compel its submission to them. 

The bill provides that persons receiving a newborn shall not be held criminally or civilly liable for any act or omission connected with the leaving of a newborn with them.  The number of instances in which a newborn will be left (with an intent not to return for it) will be small and, since such action will not be criminal or subject to civil action, the costs (for investigation and prosecution) can be avoided.
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