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AN ACT relating to noncoal mining.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

SECTION 1.   A NEW SECTION OF KRS CHAPTER 350 IS CREATED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

(1)
The cabinet shall not regulate the mining of gravel, and property owners of land upon which a gravel pit is located, or any person contracted for the removal, transportation, or distribution of gravel from a pit, shall be excluded from administrative regulations that pertain to noncoal mineral operations.

(2)
A property owner of land upon which a gravel pit is located, or any person contracted for the removal, transportation, or distribution of gravel from a pit, shall be liable for damages to public and private property resulting from the removal, transportation, or distribution of the gravel.

Section 2.   KRS 350.029 is amended to read as follows:

The cabinet is hereby authorized and empowered to adopt, after public hearing, reasonable regulations in order to formulate and establish effective programs for the control of surface soil disturbance in connection with mining as defined by the Interstate Mining Compact, excluding gravel mining. Such regulations shall follow the general standards established in Article III of the Interstate Mining Compact. The cabinet shall have the authority to adopt such regulations prior to the effective date of the Interstate Mining Compact and irrespective of whether the state becomes a member or withdraws from membership in the Interstate Mining Compact. Nothing in this section shall be construed to grant the cabinet additional authority in regulating the strip mining of coal or clay, and the authority granted to the cabinet by this section shall be separate from the powers of the cabinet already enacted relating to the strip mining of coal and clay.
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