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SUBJECT/TITLE
Watercraft used as residence

SPONSOR
Rep. Ron Crimm

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;

Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County Court Clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

Repeal of KRS 182.140 , relating to watercraft used as a residence to be licensed; KRS 182.150, relating to the form of the license; and KRS 182.160, relating to the county clerk keeping records and receiving a filing fee. Amendment of KRS 182.990, relating to penalties governing the chapter on waterways and milldams, to conform.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1657 (HB 394) is indeterminable, but would probably be minimal.  The bill would repeal KRS 182.140 and 182.160 and will delete a $5 license fee and a $2.50 filing fee that is currently being received by county clerks.

During the last FY approximately 170,000 boats were registered in the state with approximately $2.5M in revenue being generated.  Interviews with county clerks located near major waterways in the state indicated little or no revenue generated from licensing watercraft to be used as residences.  While it is unknown how many watercraft are used as residences in the state, it appears the affected public is unaware of current requirements to license a watercraft used as a residence, thus little or no licensing is taking place.

DATA SOURCE(S)
Kathy Kackley, LRC staff

Jim Owens, Dept. of Fish and Wildlife

Jim Roberts, Transportation Cabinet

Dan Duke, Marshall County Court Clerk

Williard Hansford, Pulaski County Court Clerk
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