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Sponsor(s):   Rep Vincent
Introduction Date:1/4/2000
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Delete punishing second and subsequent identity theft offenses as Class C felonies; delete punishing second and subsequent trafficking in stolen identity offenses as Class B felonies; add the penalty of payment of restitution; permit the Attorney General to have concurrent jurisdiction with Commonwealth's attorneys and county attorneys for the prosecution of offenses under the Act.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill creates two new felonies theft of identity and trafficking in stolen identities. The Department currently receives approximately 400 inmates per year on theft charges that average a 3 year sentence.  According to the Attorney General’s Office they received 87 complaints of this type last year resulting in 21 pending investigations. The Attorney General’s Office and the DOC estimate that this could result in 3 additional Class D commitments in FY01 and a 5 new commitments in FY02.  In addition this bill creates a Class C felony of trafficking in identities.  This could add one additional inmate per year with a 5 year sentence.  This bill substitute deletes the provisions for increasing the penalty for the second and subsequent commissions for these felonies.  Since these enhanced penalties would not take place for several years this Committee substitute will not change the original impact of the bill to DOC.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Passage of this bill could result in 4 additional inmates in FY01 at a cost of $89,900. In FY02 there would be a total of 10 additional inmates at a cost of $230,000.
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