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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of HB 4/GA is to create a new section of KRS Chapter 514 to create the crime of theft of identity as a Class D felony; create a new section of KRS Chapter 514 to create the crime of trafficking in stolen identities as a Class C felony; create a new section of KRS Chapter 411 to create a civil cause of action for persons whose identity have been stolen against traffickers, provide for compensatory and punitive damages; create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to add the penalty of payment and restitution; and create a new section of KRS Chapter 15 to permit the Attorney General to have concurrent jurisdiction with Commonwealth's attorneys and county attorneys for the prosecution of offenses under the Act. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 4/GA creates a new section of KRS Chapter 514 to create the crime of theft of identity as a Class D felony; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 514 to create the crime of trafficking in stolen identities as a Class C felony; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 411 to create a civil cause of action for persons whose identity have been stolen against traffickers, provide for compensatory and punitive damages; creates a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to add the penalty of payment and restitution; and creates a new section of KRS Chapter 15 to permit the Attorney General to have concurrent jurisdiction with Commonwealth's attorneys and county attorneys for the prosecution of offenses under the Act. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact of HB 4/GA is indeterminable due to the inability to accurately determine the number of persons who would be convicted under the provisions of this act.  

The average cost to incarcerate a convicted felon in a local jail is $9,600, $11,500 to house a felon in one of the state's privately-operated facilities, and $15,300 to house a felon in one of the state's adult institutions.  Therefore, for each person convicted under the provisions of HB 4/GA, the annual fiscal impact ranges from $9,600 to $15,300.

The Department of Corrections estimates approximately four persons would be convicted under the provisions of HB 4/GA in FY 2000-2001 at a total cost of $89,900, and approximately six additional inmates would be incarcerated in FY 2001-2002 at a total cost of $230,000
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