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Summary:

Section 16 of the bill was in the original draft and amends KRS 304.17A-580 to require all health benefit plans to cover "emergency medical services and supplies." It also provides that "Reimbursement for supplies used by an ambulance provider during prehospital care for an ill or injured individual shall not be restricted to individuals transported by the ambulance provider."

Section 17 has been added by the House Committee Substitute. It requires each motor vehicle accident insurance policy to reimburse a licensed ambulance service for transporting a covered person injured as the result of a motor vehicle accident. Payment shall be a customary and reasonable charge and must be made directly to the ambulance service. The covered person cannot be required to see approval before calling the ambulance and the standard to be applied is the prudent layperson standard.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

The cost of the emergency treatment or services should not be affected by insurance coverage.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
If the insurance policy currently does not provide this coverage, it can be argued that coverage will increase use. However, it can also be argued that since this is emergency medical care it will not increase use because insureds won't intentionally place themselves in need of emergency care.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

It can be if the treatment prevents further deterioration of the insured's medical condition which would result in longer hospital stays and more extensive medical care.
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