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Summary:

Section 16 on page 30 requires all health benefit plans using a defined network of health care providers to cover emergency medical services and supplies. Subsection (4) provides that this requirement does not apply to policies that are not comprehensive policies. (The definition of health benefit plan in KRS 304.17A-005 already excludes those policies, so this is no change.)

Section 17 on page 30 amends the motor vehicle no-fault statutes to include "licensed ambulance services" in the definition of "medical expense."

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

The cost of emergency medical services and supplies should not be affected by this legislation.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
If the insurance policy currently does not provide this coverage, it can be argued that coverage will increase use. However, it can also be argued that since this is emergency medical care it will not increase use because insureds won't intentionally place themselves in need of emergency care.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

It can be if the treatment prevents further deterioration of the insured's medical condition which would result in longer hospital stays and more extensive medical care.
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