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Amendment #
 

SUBJECT/TITLE
Firefighter workers' compensation

SPONSOR
Rep. Joni Jenkins

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 City, county government

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 408/HCS inserts language in the Workers' Compensation Act indicating that, for a firefighter seeking a workers' compensation claim who has been on the job for five years or more, there is a presumption that the health condition at issue resulted from his or her activity as a firefighter.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 408/HCS is indeterminable.  Currently, occupational diseases, as well as injuries resulting from gradual trauma inflicted over a long period of time, are covered by the Workers' Compensation Act.  An occupational disease is a condition caused by an exposure to a hazard in the workplace and usually develops over a lengthy period of time.  A doctor's opinion is usually required to establish that a physical abnormality in the worker is the result of an at-work injury or a disease related to work.

This bill may give firefighters who have been on the job over five years somewhat more leverage in proving their workers' compensation claims by making it clear "there shall be a presumption that the disease or condition is a result of his or her employment."  It is not unknown how this measure would affect local governments' workers' compensation premiums, although a Kentucky League of Cities official estimated it could increase cities' medical and disability costs (claims paid) by $1 million annually.
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