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AN ACT relating to bicycle safety.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky:

Section 1.   KRS 189.287 is amended to read as follows:

(1)
A person under the age of fourteen (14) shall not operate or ride as a passenger on any bicycle on any public road unless the person is wearing a helmet that meets or exceeds the standards of the American National Standards Institute, the standards of the Snell Memorial foundation, or the standards of the American Society of Testing and Measurements for Protective Headgear for use in bicycling.

(2)
The Transportation Cabinet may adopt[promulgate] bicycle safety regulations and standards through the promulgation of administrative regulations in accordance with KRS Chapter 13A. Bicycle riders and bicycles complying with these administrative[such] regulations[ and standards] are exempt from the provisions of KRS 189.040(9), 189.050(1), 189.050(5), and 189.080. These[Such] bicycles and riders are also exempt from municipal and other local government regulations concerning safety equipment but not method of operation. In promulgating administrative regulations,[ and standards] the Transportation Cabinet shall permit use of lightweight modern technological substitutes for lights, reflectors, and bells. The purpose of this section is to encourage bicycling and bicycle touring in this state by enabling bicycle riders to make use of modern technology to make their presence known to other users of the road. The Transportation Cabinet may consult with organizations of bicycle riders to aid it in the search for bicycle safety equipment and rules convenient for long distance bicycle riders.

(3)
Notwithstanding the provisions of KRS 189.990(21), only a warning citation shall be issued for a violation of subsection (1) of this section.
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