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SUBJECT/TITLE
Relating to tourism and convention commissions

SPONSOR
Rep. Charles Siler

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 Cities, Counties and Urban County Governments

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 438 amends KRS 91A.350, relating to local tourist and convention commissions, to add "recreational" to the name of the commissions, and to omit provisions dealing with funding of certain recreational activities or projects prior to July 13, 1990; amends KRS 91.A.360, relating to membership of tourist and convention commissions, to make changes to methods of appointing commissioners; amends KRS 91.A372, relating to membership of tourist and convention commissions in urban-county governments, to change the appointing authority from the "chief elective officer" to the "mayor."  

HB 438/HCS retains the original provisions of the bill but deletes new language relating to recreational activities being included as a purpose of the commission; retains original language of KRS 91A.350 to permit funding of recreational activities as prescribed; adds language to require commission appointees to represent local hotels, motels, restaurants and businesses; amends KRS 91A.372 to clarify that the mayor as the chief executive officer in an urban county; amends 91A.380 to delete language which limits persons or organizations with which the commission may contract for promotional activities; inserts language which requires the annual audit to be sent to the State Auditor and available to the public at no charge; amends KRS 91A.390 to require collection procedures to be adopted by ordinance; requires that the revenues received by the commission be maintained in a separate account, and be considered as tax revenues; permits usage of funds for promotional purposes by local government only with the advice and consent of the commission; creates new language in Chapter 91A to permit the State Auditor to review all audits and materials; permits any resident to bring suit in Civil Court; and permits the court to award court costs to prevailing party.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of BR 1529 HB 438/HCS is indeterminable, but would probably be minimal.  The measure pertains to hotel/motel taxes that fund the Tourism and Convention Commissions.

The local governing bodies would be required to maintain separate accounting procedures pertaining to these funds.  A separate bank account would have to be established for the receipts and a specific audit would be required annually addressing the funds.  According to a representative from the Kentucky League of Cities, these processes are normal procedures for most governing bodies, therefore, the impact of these activities should be minimal.  Additionally, the governing bodies would have to adopt ordinances pertaining to this measure that would result in a minimal fiscal impact.

The measure allows for court costs awarded to prevailing parties associated with suits brought in Circuit Court which any resident may file.  It is impossible to predict how many if any of these suits would be filed, therefore the fiscal impact is indeterminable.
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