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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  Requires the Cabinet for Health Services to designate one non-profit corporation in each of the 15 area development districts to serve as the regional rape crisis center; Specifies what services a rape crisis center may provide; Requires that all nonprofit, regional rape crisis centers establish a 15 member board to:  a) administer the agency; b) assess the availability of services for victims; c) facilitate relationships with criminal justice, mental health and other agencies to improve services for victims and families; d) submit an annual budget to the Cabinet; e) recruit and promote local financial support from public and private agencies; and, f) oversee and be responsible for the management of the rape crisis center in accordance with the plan and budget approved by the Cabinet.  Allows examinations of rape victims to take place in licensed health facilities, emergency medical facilities, primary care centers, children's' advocacy center or rape crisis center.  Requires licensed hospitals to provide emergency care 24 hours per day, 7 days per week for any sexual assault victims in need of emergency care.  Allows the Cabinet for Health Services to access client records, and requires that rape crisis center records be kept confidential.

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  Creates new sections of KRS Chapter 211 to require the Cabinet for Health Services to designate one nonprofit corporation in each area development district to serve as the regional rape crisis center; Requires the center to provide crisis counseling, mental health support services, advocacy, consultation, public education, and training of professionals; Permits the Secretary of the Cabinet to make grants to assist the corporation in the establishment of each center; Requires each center to establish a board; establish the duties of each centers' board; Provides for confidentiality of center records that identify a client; Amends KRS 216B.015 to define "sexual assault examination facility"; Amends KRS 216B.400 to permit the examination of sexual offense victim to be performed in licensed health facilities, emergency medical facilities, primary care centers, children's' advocacy center or rape crisis center; Amends KRS 314.011 to conform. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  HB 448/GA has no fiscal impact.  There are currently 13 existing rape crisis centers and 2 rape crisis centers/shelters which are, or could be, designated as regional rape crisis centers pursuant to the provisions of HB 448/GA.
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