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Summary:

Subsection (2) provides that a health benefit plan that covers prescription drugs or devices cannot exclude or restrict benefits to covered persons for any prescription contraceptive drug or device. 

Subsection (3) provides that a health benefit plan that covers outpatient services cannot exclude or restrict outpatient contraceptive services.

The GA Copy includes HFA1 which was adopted by the House . HFA1 amended the definition of "outpatient contraceptive services" to provide that the term does not include contraceptive medical services, drugs, or devices used to induce an abortion. The amendment also added a subsection (6) to provide that this Act does not require prescription contraceptive coverage in a policy if an employer who provides group coverage, or an individual covered under an individual plan, objects to such coverage on religious grounds. HFA1 is not a mandated health benefit.

1.
Will the coverage increase or decrease the cost of the treatment or services?

There should be no effect on the cost of treatment or services.

2.
Will the coverage increase the appropriate use of the treatment or service?
If an insured's current policy does not cover such drugs or devices and outpatient services, the legislation could cause an increase in the use of the treatment or service.

3.
Will the treatment or service be a substitute for more expensive treatment or coverage?

It can be argued that if the treatment or service prevents a pregnancy, it could be a substitute for abortion or pregnancy expenses.
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