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MEASURE'S PURPOSE:  The purpose of HB 47/HCS is to broaden terroristic threatening in first degree to include public buildings as well as schools, reduce terroristic threatening in 1st degree from Class B felony to Class C felony and terroristic threatening in 2nd degree from Class C to Class D felony; provide protection for an innocent person who overhears a treat and reports it; limit threats against school personnel and students in terroristic threatening in 2nd degree to school related situations; add to use of a weapon of mass destruction in the 2nd degree the situation where a school or public building is the facility in which the building is place even though no injury takes place; create the crime of using a weapon of mass destruction in the third degree as a Class C felony when a weapon of mass destruction is placed other than in a school or public building and no injury takes place; amend KRS 500.080 to include weapon of mass destruction in the definition of deadly weapon and exclude fireworks as defined in KRS 227.700 from definition of weapon of mass destruction. 

PROVISION/MECHANICS:  HB 47/HCS broadens terroristic threatening in first degree to include public buildings as well as schools, reduces terroristic threatening in 1st degree from Class B felony to Class C felony and terroristic threatening in 2nd degree from Class C to Class D felony; provide a protection for an innocent person who overhears a threat and reports it; limits threats against school personnel and students in terroristic threatening in 2nd degree to school related situations; adds to use of a weapon of mass destruction in the 2nd degree the situation where a school or public building is the facility in which the building is place even though no injury takes place; creates the crime of using a weapon of mass destruction in the third degree as a Class C felony when a weapon of mass destruction is placed other than in a school or public building and no injury takes place; and amends KRS 500.080 to include weapon of mass destruction in the definition of deadly weapon and exclude fireworks as defined in KRS 227.700 from definition of weapon of mass destruction. 

FISCAL EXPLANATION:  The fiscal impact of HB 47/HCS is indeterminable due to the inability to accurately determine the number of persons who will be convicted under the provisions of HB 47/HCS.  Although the actual fiscal impact of HB 47 is indeterminable, the following cost elements are identified:  The cost to incarcerate a convicted felon in one of the state's adult correctional facilities ranges between $15,500-$23,000.  Therefore, for each inmate convicted under the provision of HB 47/HCS, the above costs would be incurred.

Based on current data provided, there are approximately 70 bomb threats per year.  The Department of Corrections estimates this could result in one additional inmate in FY 2000-2001 and 2 in FY 2001-2002 for Terroristic Threatening I with a minimum ten year sentence each.  In addition, there could be approximately 5 commitments per year for Terroristic Threatening II with a minimum sentence of five years.  In addition, this bill creates 3 classes (A, B, C) of use of a weapon of mass destruction which could result in one additional commitment per year with a 10 year sentence.  The Department of Corrections estimates the cost to incarcerate these inmates in FY 2000-2001 totals $134,800 and $300,000 in FY 2001-2002.
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