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SUBJECT/TITLE
Crimes and punishments; terroristic threatening; use of a weapon of mass destruction

SPONSOR
Rep. Jody Richards

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/Office(s) Impacted:
 Peace officers; police departments; sheriffs' offices

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

The bill creates new sections of KRS Chapter 508 to create the crimes of terroristic threatening in the first degree and terroristic threatening in the second degree and describes the elements of, and penalties for those crimes; amends KRS 508.080 relating to terroristic threatening to conform and redescribes the crime as terroristic threatening in the third degree; creates new sections of KRS Chapter 527 to create the crimes of use of a weapon of mass destruction in the second degree and to describe the elements of and penalties for those crimes; amends KRS 500.080 relating to definitions for the Kentucky Penal Code to define a weapon of mass destruction as a destructive device as defined in KRS 237.030 or a chemical, biological, or radiological weapon capable of causing death or serious physical injury; and amends KRS 532.025 relating to aggravating circumstances in death penalty cases to include use of a weapon of mass destruction.

Currently, terroristic threatening is a Class A misdemeanor. This bill makes terroristic threatening a felony, if it is related to school property or a school function, or if it involves the use of a counterfeit weapon of mass destruction, or the threat to use a weapon of mass destruction.  

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact is indeterminable and minimal. The bill's provisions represent a response to recent incidents of school violence, and terrorism generally. School and other "bomb scares" must now be investigated and dealt with as serious felonies. Threats and hoaxes involving weapons of mass destruction, especially those directed at schools will similarly be felonies, and investigated and prosecuted as such. 

Felony investigations (and prosecutions) are generally more involved and costly than those for misdemeanors (including the time and effort of local law enforcement agency personnel). However, as a consequence of making these crimes felonies, any minimal additional individual case costs may be offset by a reduction in the overall number of incidents of hoaxes and terroristic threatening.

There may be some additional overtime costs for peace officer court testimony and peace officers will need minor retraining which can be absorbed by the 40-hour annual peace officer training requirement.
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