
CORRECTIONS IMPACT STATEMENT
BR#
1792
Bill Number:
HB 475/GA
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to criminal justice
Sponsor(s):   Rep Lindsay
Introduction Date:1/26/00
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 196.037 to allow probation and parole officers to have the powers of peace officers as to persons under their supervision; amend KRS 197.025 to place a twenty day limit on the time a prisoner has to appeal an open records decision; amend KRS 197.045 to eliminate the Department of Corrections' ability to eliminate good time for an inmate filing a lawsuit which was dismissed for being legally without merit; amend KRS 438.250 to allow testing of more than blood for possible communicable disease following an attack upon a public servant; amend KRS 439.563 to set out the Probation and Parole Board's responsibilities in regard to restitution; amend KRS 454.405 to restrict certain inmate legal actions; amend KRS 508.025 to expand the coverage of that crime to include any bodily fluid; amend KRS 510.120 expand the coverage of that crime to include sexual contact between a correctional employee or agent and an offender; amend KRS 532.043 to include KRS 529.030 and 531.320 within the coverage of the conditional discharge statute for certain sex offenses; amend KRS 533.025 to allow the Department of Corrections to remove a state prisoner serving time in a county facility into a state facility for treatment of certain medical conditions



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

The language which provides peace officer status for Probation and Parole Officers over persons whom they supervise makes the line of authority much clearer, particularly offenders on pretrial diversion and prerelease probation.  The section regarding restitution clarifies who is responsible for setting the amount and person(s) entitled to receive restitution which has been a significant question relating to parolees.  The section that allows the Department to remove felons who are sentenced to a term of confinement in the jails as a condition of probation or Class D inmates for the purpose of necessary medical treatment may save the Department significant monies in terms of cost effective medical treatment.  This is possible because the Department may therefore direct these medical patients to providers where significant discount agreements have been arranged or into the Kentucky State Reformatory which is a licensed health care facility.  It is not possible to determine with any certainty the saving involved here but the savings could reasonably be in the six-figure range. 

The provisions that address inmate litigation have the potential to save money and resourses allocated to the Office of General Counsel.  The savings here also cannot be determined.

This House Committee Substitute does not modify the impact upon the Department of Corrections compared to the original bill.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Passage of this bill has the potential of saving the Department significant sums in medical services provided to Class D inmates.  It is not possible to estimate the level of savings but it could reasonably be in the six-figure range.
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