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Bill Number:
HB 501 SCS 
Subject:  
AN ACT relating to anhydrous ammonia


Sponsor(s):   Rep Thomas, et al
Introduction Date:1/27/00
Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 250.482 relating to definitions for the anhydrous ammonia regulation program, to define "approved container"; amend KRS 250.483 relating to anhydrous ammonia regulations to specify that the Department of Housing, Building and Construction, not the Department of Insurance, regulates the program and remove requirement for public hearing prior to adopting administrative regulations; create a new section of KRS Chapter 250 to prohibit possession of anhydrous ammonia in an unapproved container as a Class D felony; create a new section of KRS Chapter 250 to prohibit tampering with facilities storing or transporting anhydrous ammonia as a Class D felony; create a new section of KRS Chapter 250 to limit liability of anhydrous ammonia facilities which have been tampered with; amend KRS 250.991 to provide penalties for possession of anhydrous ammonia in an unapproved container and for tampering with anhydrous ammonia facilities; amend KRS 514.030 relating to theft by unlawful taking to make theft of anhydrous ammonia a Class D felony; amend KRS 514.110 relating to possession of stolen property to make possession of stolen anhydrous ammonia a Class D felony.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

This bill creates felony offenses dealing with possession, storage, transportation or theft of anhydrous ammonia.  The Department estimates that passage of this bill could result in 2 additional commitments per year with a 5-year sentence.  The Senate Committee Substiture raises the penalty for possession of anhydrous ammonia to equal the penalty for manufacturing of anhydrous ammonia if the possession is with the intent to manufacture.  This could increase the penalty  to a Class B or A felony but would not effect the short term impact on the Department.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
The passage of this bill would result in an estimated 2 additional inmates in FY01 at a cost of  $45,000 and 4 additional inmates in FY02 at a cost of  $92,000.

The SCS would likely increase the sentence for some of these commitments from 1-5 years up to 10-20 years.  

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  

No
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