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SUBJECT/TITLE
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MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:
X
City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing

Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

This bill will transfer authority to make, promulgate, and enforce administrative regulations concerning anhydrous ammonia from the Division of Fire Prevention in the Department of Insurance to the Division of Fire Prevention in the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction and makes tampering with anhydrous ammonia containers, or theft of anhydrous ammonia a felony.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The effect of this bill is indeterminable, but is expected to be minimal.  The transfer of authority from the Department of Insurance to the Department of Housing, Buildings and Construction is not expected to have an impact on local governments.  The bill further stipulates that theft of anhydrous ammonia, or tampering with an approved container for anhydrous ammonia is a Class D felony for the first offense and a Class C felony for each subsequent offense, unless the theft or tampering was for the purpose of manufacturing methamphetamine, in which case the penalty is a Class B felony on the first offense and a Class A felony for each subsequent offense.  While this is not expected to generate a high incidence crime, this may have a some impact on local governments to the extent that individuals are arrested for this crime.  Personnel expenses would be incurred in the prosecution of these cases.  

Individuals convicted of a Class D felony may be housed in local jails, at the jailers discretion.  As of January 18, 2000, 2,486 Class D felons were housed in 56 local jails.  The state reimburses local jails $26.23 per day for housing these convicts.  To the extent that local jailers elect to house individuals convicted under this statute, rather than hold beds empty, the state's reimbursement to the local jails may serve to offset some local jail expenses.  

DATA SOURCE(S)
Norman Lawson, LRC; Maribeth Schmitt, Dept. of Corrections; James Kemper, Franklin County Jail
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