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SUBJECT/TITLE
Pregnant women absentee voting rights

SPONSOR
Rep. Jim Stewart

MANDATE SUMMARY

Unit of Government:

City;
X
County;
X
Urban County Government

Program/

Office(s) Impacted:
 County clerks

Requirement:
X
Mandatory

Optional

Effect on

Powers & Duties
X
Modifies Existing
X
Adds New

Eliminates Existing

PURPOSE/MECHANICS

HB 507/HCS would allow pregnant women in their last trimester of pregnancy to vote by absentee ballot in the county clerk's office or other place that a county board of elections designates.

FISCAL EXPLANATION/BILL PROVISIONS
ESTIMATED COST

The fiscal impact of HB 507/HCS is indeterminable, although it may be minimal.  The Kentucky County Clerks' Association is not opposed to the measure, which affords women in the last trimester of pregnancy the same absentee voting rights now given many people.  The measure would amend KRS 117.085.  A section of that statute currently allows anyone who expects to be absent from a county on any election day to vote by absentee ballot at a designated voting place during any 12 working days (or longer) before the election.  These voters may be people who plan to be out of town on business, who have a scheduled doctor's appointment or who may be on vacation.  (Other sections of the same statute cover procedures for mail ballots for specific groups, such as students in college or those in the armed forces.)

Voting machines are usually set up in courthouses to accommodate absentee voters who vote in person, according to James Lewis, Leslie County, president of the Clerks' Association.  The amount of work required to process the absentee ballot for pregnant women probably would be minimal.  A clerk's office will have to process a sworn statement from a woman indicating that she will be in her last trimester of pregnancy during an election.  It is not known how many women would likely choose to vote by absentee because of pregnancy.  The number would probably vary by county.  Kentucky's overall birth rate stood at over 53,000 in 1997.
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