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Assignment Date:
     
Due Date:
     
Text of Legislation:  

Amend KRS 532.030 to punish capital offenses with a term of imprisonment for life without benefit of probation or parole; create a new section of KRS Chapter 532 to permit any person sentenced to death prior to the effective date of the Act to make an irrevocable decision to have the sentence reduced to imprisonment for life without benefit of probation or parole; amend KRS 532.140 to conform; repeal KRS 532.025, 532.075, 532.300, 532.305, and 532.309.



Summary Impact -- Indicate affected service levels, workloads, staff and program areas (describe any coordination issues with other state/external agencies or groups): 

Abolishing capital punishment, this bill would obviate the need for a specific unit of the Kentucky State Penitentiary to be set aside for death row inmates.  Elimination of death row inmates would not change the inmate population or capacity of the Penitentiary, however, because that housing unit would then be filled with general population inmates or perhaps the same former death row inmates.  There would therefore be no change in the manpower or program resources required by the Department as a result of this bill.  The manpower and resources of the Kentucky State Police, local law enforcement and the National Guard would not need to be called upon for security as is currently done in the case of an execution.

Fiscal Impact -- Also include increased/decreased administrative cost and whether new fund sources would be required (identify fund sources, and GOPM staff person consulted): 
Since the cost of housing death row inmates and all other inmates at the Penitentiiary are approximately the same and there would be no change in the capacity or population of the Penitentiary resulting from passage of this bill, then there would be no short-term fiscal impact on the Department of Corrections.   There is a minor, very long-term cost impact when the incarceration costs of maintaining an inmate past his/her average length of stay prior to execution is incurred.

Recommendation: 
Will Administrative Regulations be required or will existing regulations need revision?    

Yes  
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